ORDINANCE NO. 2020-
A BILL

FOR AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AURORA,
COLORADO, ADDING CHAPTER 135-101 ef seq. OF THE CITY CODE PERTAINING TO
OIL AND GAS RULES AND REGULATIONS AND REPEALING SECTIONS OF THE
UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, the General Assembly granted the City of Aurora certain local authority to
oversee oil and gas operations within its jurisdiction through the Colorado Oil and Gas
Conservation Act, C.R.S. 34-60-101 et. seq. and the Local Government Land Use Act C.R.S. 29-
1-104(1)(h), both as amended; and

WHEREAS, certain rules and regulations are necessary for the proper oversight of oil
and gas operations within the City of Aurora to protect the health, safety, welfare and
environment, and wildlife; and

WHEREAS, the new oil and gas rules and regulations shall replace existing sections of
the Unified Development Ordinance within the City Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
AURORA, COLORADO:

Section 1. That the City Code of the City of Aurora, Colorado, is hereby amended by adding a
section, to be numbered 135-101 which section reads as follows:

Sec. 135-101 - Oil & Gas Division

There is hereby created an Oil & Gas Division within the City of Aurora. The Oil &
Gas Division shall be responsible for the effective administration of oil and gas
operations within the City. The Oil & Gas Manager shall be immediately
responsible to the city manager or the city manager’s designee for the effective
administration of the Oil & Gas Division.

Section 2. That the City Code of the City of Aurora, Colorado, is hereby amended by adding a
section, to be numbered 135-102 which section reads as follows:

Sec. 135-102 — Rules and Regulations, Manual

(1) It shall be the duty of the Oil & Gas Manager to promulgate reasonable rules
and regulations to facilitate the proper oversight of all oil and gas operations within
the City of Aurora. Such rules and regulations may be referred to as the “Oil &
Gas Manual”. The Oil & Gas Manual shall have full force and effect when



published as set forth in section 2-3. Any future modifications to the Oil & Gas
Manual shall be promulgated pursuant to section 135-104.

Section 3. That the City Code of the City of Aurora, Colorado, is hereby amended by adding a
section, to be numbered 135-103 which section reads as follows:

Sec. 135-103 — Violations

(1) Except as otherwise provided in the Oil & Gas Manual it is unlawful to
construct, install, or cause to be constructed or installed, any oil and gas location or
oil and gas facility within the city unless approval has been granted by the City
either by administrative approval or agreement. The unlawful drilling or redrilling
of any well or the production therefrom is a violation of this section.

(2) It shall be unlawful to violate any provision of the Oil & Gas Manual. Each of
the following actions, or inaction when action is required, is unlawful and is a
violation of this section:

(a) Failure to comply with any standard, specification, regulation,
requirement, or best management practice (BMP) set forth in the Oil & Gas
Manual.

(b) Failure to comply with any condition attached to a permit or approval
under the Oil & Gas Manual.

(c) Failure to prevent leaks, spills, and emissions, however, fines for such
emissions shall be limited by C.R.S. 29-20-104, as amended.

(3) Any person violating any provision of this Chapter or the Oil & Gas Manual
shall be subject to the penalties set forth in section 1-13. Each day a violation
continues shall constitute a separate violation.

Section 4. That the City Code of the City of Aurora, Colorado, is hereby amended by adding a
section, to be numbered 135-104 which section reads as follows:

Sec. 135-104 — Modifications to Oil & Gas Rules and Regulations, Manual

(1) Prior to modifying the Oil & Gas Manual the Manager shall provide notice and
written copies of such changes to the Oil and Gas Advisory Committee. The
Committee shall provide written recommendation to the Manager after such
presentation.

(2) After changes to the OQil & Gas Manual are presented to the Qil and Gas
Advisory Committee the Council may call-up any proposed change to the Oil & Gas
Manual pursuant to section 135-105. If such changes have not been called-up by the
City Council by the second full City Council meeting after the changes have been
presented to the Qil and Gas Advisory Committee the revised Oil & Gas Manual
shall become effective pursuant to the section 2-3 requirements.

Section 5. That the City Code of the City of Aurora, Colorado, is hereby amended by adding a
section, to be numbered 135-105 which section reads as follows:



Sec. 135-105 — Call Up of Oil & Gas Rules and Regulations, Manual

(1) Any member of the City Council may move to call up the proposed changes to the
Oil & Gas Manual.

(2) If the motion passes the proposed changes shall be brought before the City Council
as soon as practicable following the date on which the proposed changes were
presented to the Oil and Gas Advisory Committee.

(3) The City Council shall have the authority to approve the changes as presented or
remand with further instructions regarding the proposed changes to the Oil & Gas
Manual.

(4) If the motion does not pass, or the changes are not called up, the Oil & Gas
Manager may proceed to modify the Oil & Gas Manual pursuant to section 2-3.

Section 6. That section 146-3.3.5.DD of the City Code of Aurora, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

D.D. Every Oil and Gas Facility shall be subject to the rules and regulations set
forth in the Aurora Oil & Gas Manual, as amended.



Cammarata, Brandon
Should the Manual be added to 1.4.2

Cammarata, Brandon
Keep DD and say “All oil and gas facilities shall meet the requirements of the Aurora
Oil and Gas Manual.”  

















Section 7. That section 146-4.6.3.C, Table 4.6-1 of the City Code of the City of Aurora by
amended to read as follows:

Table 4.6-1

sf. = square feet
gfa = gross floor area

Required Off-Street Parking

Number
Required

Category

Required Parking

Mining

Railroad Track

Transit Facility

Electric Power Generator Station

Solar Collector as a Primary Use
Telecom Facility, Tower

Telecom Facility, Freestanding Monopole
Telecom Facility, Freestanding Unipole
Telecom Facility, Freestanding, Stealth
Utility, Major

Utility, Minor

Wind Energy System, Large
Bio-medical Waste Treatment Facility

No Parking Requirement

Section 8. The City hereby repeals section 146-4.7.5.N of the City Code pertaining to oil and gas
well sites and facilities:



Moore, Jeffrey
I think “Oil and Gas Facility” is okay to leave in table 4.6-1 as it states there is no parking requirements, however I would also add “Oil and Gas Location” to match our other language.

Cammarata, Brandon
I think it would be best to take it out as proposed.


Section 9. That section 146-4.7.9.0 of the City Code of the City of Aurora, Colorado is hereby
amended to read as follows:

0. Screening of Outdoor Storage, Equipment, Asphalt, Concrete, Landscape Yards, Surface
Parking Lots, Oil-and-Gas-Faecilities, Substations or Pump Stations

1. Permitted Materials
Permitted materials include the following, all of which must be opaque:

a. Walls consisting of brick, stone, and integrally colored decorative concrete masonry
units (CMUs);

b. Decorative and durable pre-cast concrete panels
c. Composite wood
d. Closed style wood fences

2. Prohibited Materials

Color cladded, welded wire, chain link, Omega or similar welded wire may not be utilized
to meet screening requirements.

Section 10. The City hereby repeals section 146-5.4.3.A.4 of the City Code pertaining to oil and
gas permit procedures and review criteria; notice; appeal:
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Section 11. That section 146-5.4.3.B of the City Code of the City of Aurora, Colorado is hereby
amended to read as follows:

B. Site Plans
All applicable provisions of Section 146-5.3 (Common Procedures) apply unless specifically
modified by the provisions of this Section 146-5:4.3.B. Oil-and-gas-wells-are-processed
ovisionsof Section-3-3.5:DD-and-a ubjectto-this-Section-

Section 12. That the definitions set forth below from section 146-6.2 of the City Code of the City
of Aurora, Colorado are hereby amended to read as follows:


Cammarata, Brandon
Not quite right

Cammarata, Brandon
For this first  flow chart only delete the language in the parentheses and KEEP everything else.   This first flow chart is for all of the typical conditional uses approvals.

Cammarata, Brandon
Remove the second flow chart completely because it only applied to oil and gas.

Cammarata, Brandon
Should we keep this?


Natural Gas Facilities
Facilities, including but not limited to lines and regulator stations, that distribute, convey, or

transmit natural gas. Fhis-definition-does-not-include-an-oiland-gas-facility-



Cammarata, Brandon
Keep this

Moore, Jeffrey
I think this needs to stay (see below) but possibly make the reference more general than the Section specified.


15. Oif and Gas Facility

Equipment or improvements used or installed at an oil and gas location for the exploration,
production, withdrawal, gathering, treatment, or processing of oil-or natural gas.

Section 13. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If
any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Ordinance shall, for any reason, be held to be
invalid or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity or unenforceability of
such section, paragraph, clause, or provision shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of
this Ordinance.


Moore, Jeffrey
I think we have to leave this in, but only this one. Also, add “Oil and Gas Location” with the definition from the OGM.

Cammarata, Brandon
I think I agree.  So this will become a regular definition as apposed to this “sub” definiation.

Cammarata, Brandon
I agree this should be the definition but the redlines needs to look different since we will no longer have ”sub” definitions


Section 14. Pursuant to Section 5-5 of the Charter of the City of Aurora, Colorado, the second
publication of this Ordinance shall be by reference, utilizing the ordinance title. Copies of this
Ordinance are available at the Office of the City Clerk.

Section 15. All acts, orders, resolutions, ordinances, or parts thereof, in conflict with this
Ordinance or with any of the documents hereby approved, are hereby repealed only to the extent
of such conflict. This repeal shall not be construed as reviving any resolution, ordinance, or part
thereof, heretofore repealed.

INTRODUCED, READ AND ORDERED PUBLISHED this day of
, 2020.
PASSED AND ORDERED PUBLISHED this day of , 2020.

MIKE COFFMAN, Mayor

ATTEST:

SUSAN BARKMAN, Interim City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

IAN BEST, ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY
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