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ARTICLE 14. - LANDSCAPING[2] 
Footnotes: 
--- (2) --- 
Editor's note— Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), adopted Sept. 13, 2004, repealed the former Art. 14, §§ 146-1400—146-1428, 
and enacted a new Art. 14 as set out herein. The former Art. 14 pertained to similar subject matter. For complete derivation, 
see the Code Comparative Table at the end of Ch. 146. 
 
DIVISION 1. - IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 146-1400. - Purpose. 
This article is intended to protect and promote the public health, safety, and welfare by: 
(1)   Establishing a high standard of quality for residential, commercial, and industrial development. 
(2)   Preserving, protecting, and enhancing existing neighborhoods and the image of the City of Aurora by mitigating adverse 
visual impacts caused by human interaction with the environment by means such as: 
a.   Preserving trees. 
b.   Conserving and protecting water resources. 
c.   Requiring adherence to water wise and xeriscape principals and practices during the design, implementation, and main-
tenance of landscapes. 
d.   Providing compatibility between uses. 
e.   Protecting wetlands. 
f.   Buffering transportation corridors, view corridors, public open space, and public parks. 
(3)   Creating great places within the city's urban activity centers (hereinafter "UAC") and transit oriented developments 
(hereinafter "TOD") by creating urban landscape standards that reduce the negative impacts of an urban environment by: 
a.   Requiring canopies of tree lined streets. 
b.   Requiring integration of xeriscape plant materials. 
c.   Developing standards for public spaces. 
d.   Softening negative visual impacts by requiring screening. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Ord. No. 2009-26, § 1, 7-13-2009)  
Sec. 146-1401. - Applicability. 
(A)   Development on Vacant or Cleared Land. Landscaping site plans are required for all new development on vacant or 
cleared land. All plans shall be submitted to the Planning Department as part of a site plan, and unless specifically granted a 
waiver, shall conform to all the requirements set forth in this article. All plans shall be presented in a format established by the 
department. 
(B)   Additions and Changes to Property with Existing Development. Depending on the extent of changes proposed, land-
scaping plans may be required for improvements, alterations, and building additions to properties with existing development 
in accordance with this article in general and Section 146-1429 in particular. All such plans shall be submitted to the Planning 
Department in a format established by the department. 
(C)   Parks and Open Space Standards. The design of parks, and open space, and arterial medians under the jurisdiction 
of the department of parks and open space shall follow the design standards of the department. Such standards shall take 
precedence over the requirements of this article. 
(D)   Buffer and Setback Exemptions in Certain Zones. Certain zone districts in this chapter call for intensive types of devel-
opment that might be associated with town centers, central business districts, or regional activity centers. Such districts em-
phasize pedestrian-friendly design, traditional main streets, mixing of uses, and the creation of unique places. Development in 
such places is often characterized, in part, by relatively short blocks, narrow lots, and by narrow or zero building setbacks on 
the fronts and sides of the lots. Strict adherence to the requirements for setbacks or buffers as described in this chapter could 
limit the achievement of the purposes of such districts. Such development can benefit from flexibility in otherwise generally 
applicable zoning standards. Therefore, the planning director may administratively exempt requirements for buffers and set-
backs in the following zones upon a finding that the exemption contributes to achieving the above types of development and 
that other city policies and requirements have been met: 
• B-2 zone 
• City Center 

• Northeast Plains Subregional Activity Centers 
• Fitzsimons Boundary Area District 
• E-470 Regional Activity Centers 
(E)   Overlapping or Conflicting Standards. In the case of any 
conflict between the various standards, the stricter shall govern. 
Wherever the requirements for two or more landscaping standards 
overlap, the same plant material may be counted toward meeting the requirements of both standards. 
(F)   Applicability of New Landscape Ordinances. Unless otherwise exempted by a more specific provision of this Article or 
granted a waiver, all new Development Applications for Site Plans and Contextual Site Plans as well as any required lawn or 
other permits implementing such plans shall conform to the requirements of this Article in effect on the Development Applica-
tion submittal date. Such applications shall also be subject to the following conditions: 
1.   Unapproved applications. Applications not approved within one year of their application date shall follow the landscape 
provisions in effect at the time of their approval. 
2.   Minor amendments. For a period of five years from the date of a site plan's or contextual site plan's approval, applica-
tions for minor amendments to such plans shall follow the landscape requirements in effect at the time of the approved plan's 
application date. After five years, minor amendment applications shall follow the landscape requirements in effect on the minor 
amendment application date. 
3.   Plan extensions. Applications for Site Plan or Contextual Site Plan Extensions for expired plans shall follow the land-
scape requirements in effect on the date of the extension application. 
4.   FDP or master plan amendments. The amendment of any landscape provisions of a Framework Development Plan or 
other type of Master Plan shall also permit the amendment of corresponding landscape provisions for related Contextual Site 
Plans and Site Plans. 
(G)   Urban Landscaping. The urban landscaping regulations found in Division 7, below, shall apply to urban centers, land 
designated transit oriented development by the comprehensive plan, and infill development where an urban form is desired. 

Sections 146-1422, 146-1423, 1146-1450, and 146-1451 shall not apply to these urban areas. urban street standards, as 
outlined in Article 126 of the Aurora City Code, shall be used in designing urban landscapes. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Ord. No. 2009-26, § 2, 7-13-2009; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 18, 5-12-2014)  
Secs. 146-1402—146-1409. - Reserved.  
DIVISION 2. - ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
Sec. 146-1410. - Definitions. 
The following words or phrases used in this article shall be defined as listed: 
(A)   Landscape Street Buffer. (See fig. 14.1, 14.2, 14.3, 14.11, 14.13, 14.14, 14.15, 14.16, and 14.17.) A landscaped area 
measured inward from back of a sidewalk or from a public or private right-of-way when a sidewalk is not present up to a max-
imum of one hundred feet, or to the nearest intervening fence, edge of parking lot surface, or building wall within the 100-foot 
maximum depth. Where the intervening building line is a front yard or side yard of a single-family-detached, two-family, or 
single-family attached duplex, the area shall not be considered a street buffer, but rather a front or side yard for the residential 
unit. On private streets with no right-of-way line, the street buffer shall be measured inward from the back of the sidewalk or, if 
no sidewalk exists, from the back of the nearest curb line. 
(B)   Landscape Site Perimeter Buffer. A landscaped area measured inward from a non-street-front Site Plan perimeter 
boundary. 
(C)   Special Landscape Buffer. A landscaped area adjacent to highways E-470, I-225 or I-70, or designated public open 
spaces, or drainages.

(D)   Private Common Open Space. (See Fig. 14.16 and 14.17.) A landscaped open space area held in private ownership 
and not meeting the definition of a buffer. Yard areas of single-family, two-family, and single-family attached duplexes shall not 
be considered private common open space. 
(E)   Turf, Lawn, or Sod. Turf, lawn, or sod shall mean any area of grass where cool-season grasses are cultivated and re-
quired to be maintained in a uniform, consistent, and evenly cut condition. Cool-season grasses mean any species of grass 
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that is not defined as warm-season grass pursuant to Section 138-187(B)(1). 
(F)   Artificial Turf. A man-made substitute for organic turf, lawn, or sod which effectively simulates the appearance of a 
well-maintained lawn and meets all of the quality, material and installation standards listed in Section 146-1428 of this article. 
(G)   Native Seed, Dryland Grasses, Restorative Grasses. Native seed, dryland grasses, or restorative grasses shall mean 
all warm- and cool-season grass species used for the re-vegetation of disturbed natural grass areas that are not maintained 
in a uniform, consistent, and evenly cut condition. 
(H)   Xeric Plants. Xeric, xeriscape, drought tolerant, or drought resistant landscaping and/or plant species shall mean plant 
species that can survive on one half-inch to one inch of water per week and are listed in the reference materials found in 
Section 146-1426. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1411. - Administration. 
Administration of requirements of this article shall be through the approval of a site plan, site plan amendment, or redevelop-
ment plan. The installation of turf areas shall also be governed by the issuance of a lawn permit as required by Chapter 138, 
Section 186 and 187. Where no such plans or permits are required, administration shall be through the Neighborhood Ser-
vices Department. 

(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1412. - Administrative Modifications to Planting Requirements. 
Any requirement to install a particular type, size, or amount of landscape materials may be modified by the Director of Plan-
ning if: 
1.   The area where the landscaping is required to be installed contains high voltage power lines, large pipelines, or other 
similar utility structures; or 
2.   The Director of Planning makes a written finding during the development approval process that landscaped areas left in 
their natural and undisturbed state would be a greater amenity to the development than a formally landscaped area. Irrigation 
is not required for undisturbed natural areas; however, temporary irrigation is required to establish disturbed and restored 
natural areas. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1413. - Declared Drought Emergency. 
In General. At such times as the city council may declare a drought emergency the installation of various types of landscaping 
as required by this article may be postponed. In the event of a declared drought emergency, the following landscape prepara-
tion measures shall be completed in lieu of specific landscape plantings prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy: 
1.   Final grading. 
2.   Installation of irrigation systems. 
3.   Installation of plant beds without plant materials including edging, weed barrier, and mulch. 
4.   Completion of sedimentation and soil erosion best management practices including placement of soil erosion materials 
on areas to be sodded or seeded. Types of materials include roof leader extensions, straw wattles, hay bales, and soil erosion 
blankets. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Secs. 146-1414—146-1419. - Reserved.  
DIVISION 3. - GENERAL STANDARDS 
 
Sec. 146-1420. - Tree Preservation. 
(A)   All applicants are required to comply with tree preservation, relocation, and mitigation requirements found in the City's 
adopted "Policy on Preservation of Existing Trees", as amended. 
(B)   It shall be unlawful for any person to remove an existing tree unless such removal is in accordance with the city's policy 
on preservation of existing trees. This prohibition shall not apply to: 
1.   Removal of an existing tree on a developed lot with a single-family or two-family dwelling; 
2.   Removal of trees that are less than four inches in diameter as measured four and one-half feet above the ground. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Ord. No. 2006-13, § 1, 3-20-2006; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 
19, 5-12-2014)  

Sec. 146-1421. - Wetland Requirements. 
(A)   Federal Law. All applicants shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Federal Clean Water Act and the associ-
ated Army Corps of Engineers' 404 permitting process. 
(B)   Source of Water. Existing wetlands shall be sustainable without the introduction of manually directed water, and are 
ideally created as a result of a high water table or flowing streams. Wetlands shall not be irrigated by manual or automatic 
means. The re-direction of a site's water to detention/retention areas in amounts sufficient to maintain obligate plant species 
is allowable. Specification of required plant materials is covered by the Federal Clean Water Act and the associated Army 
Corps of Engineers' 404 permitting process. 
(C)   Appearance. Wetlands shall be designed and maintained to exhibit the natural wetland or riparian character required by 
wetland and riparian plant species. Wetlands shall not be mowed, cut or disturbed for any reason other than maintenance or 
repair in accordance with city regulations. 
(D)   Relationship to Required Landscaping. A maximum of 50 percent of a site's required landscaping may be committed to 
wetlands. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  

Sec. 146-1422. - Landscape Street Buffers. 
(A)   In General. Street frontages of all site plans and similar plans shall include landscaped buffers as required by this arti-
cle. Specific requirements for buffer widths and landscaping may be found in Tables 14.4, 14.5, and 14.6, and in subsection 
(C). 
1.   Tree lawns. The requirements of this section shall be in addition to tree lawn landscaping standards set forth in Section 
126-36, Street Requirements. 
2.   Fence and wall placement. Where screen walls and fences are placed within a street buffer, they shall be placed at the 
inward edge of the buffer. Exception: side yard fences and walls placed at corner lots of single-family, two-family, and sin-
gle-family detached duplex homes may be placed at the minimum fence setback line allowed by Chapter 146, Article 17. 
3.   Overlapping landscape standards. Areas of building perimeter landscaping and parking lot landscape screening that fall 
within the buffer may be counted toward meeting buffer landscape requirements. 
(B)   Minimum Depth Requirements. The buffer depths shall be as defined by Section 146-1410, but in no cases to exceed 
100 feet. 
(C)   Minimum Plant Material Quantities. All required street buffers shall contain a minimum of one street tree and ten shrubs 
or the tree and shrub equivalents listed in Section 146-1426 (I) and (J) per 40 lineal feet. 
(D)   Planting Design. The minimum required amounts of landscape material required in a street buffer and/or common open 
space may be distributed at the discretion of the designer or owner. 
(E)   Exceptions and Exemptions. Street buffers shall not include single-family, two-family and single-family attached duplex 
front yards and corner side yards visible from public view. See Tables 14.3a and 14.3b. No landscape street buffer is required 
adjacent to public or private open space. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  

Sec. 146-1423. - Landscape Site Perimeter Buffers for Non-Street Frontages. 
(A)   In General. The non-street-front site perimeter of all site plans and similar plans shall include landscaped buffer areas 
as required by this article. Specific requirements for buffer widths and

landscaping may be found in Tables 14.2, 14.4, or 14.5 and 14.6 and Section 146-1451. Buffers adjacent to E-470, 1-225, 
1-70, public open space, and public parks shall follow the landscape requirements set forth in Section 146-1424 (C). 

(B)   Encroachments into Buffers. Where a required setback from a property line is less than the minimum required buffer 
width, no building drive lanes or parking stall may intrude into the minimum required buffer. A portion of the building may 
intrude if it is determined by the Director of Planning that the impact will not cause undesirable effects. 
(C)   Reduction of Standard Buffer Widths. The width of required buffers may be reduced through the use of specific land-
scape upgrades as shown in Tables 14.1, 14.4, 14.5, and 14.6. 

(D)   Exceptions and Exemptions. No perimeter buffers shall be required between the same land uses in multiple phases of 
a single approved Master Plan, General Development Plan, or Framework Development Plan. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
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Sec. 146-1424. - Special Landscape Buffers. 

(A)   In General. Where property boundaries are adjacent to E-470, I-225, I-70, public open spaces, and public parks, the 
landscape buffers set forth in Table 14.1. shall apply. 
1.   Exception. Buffer width reductions are not permitted for buffers next to public open spaces and public parks. All turf 
grasses and plant materials for buffers adjacent to public open spaces and public parks shall be approved by the director of 
parks, recreation and open space. 
(B)   Minimum Depth Requirements. All development shall incorporate one of those buffers described in Table 14.1, land-
scaped pursuant to subsections (C) through (F) below, except as modified to accommodate incentive features or xeriscaping. 
(C)   Minimum Plant Material Quantities. Landscaping shall include a total number of trees and shrubs equal to one tree and 
ten shrubs per 25 linear feet of frontage when the site contains industrial development, and one tree and ten shrubs per 30 
feet when the site contains any other type of development. 
(D)   Buffer Encroachments. The encroachment of buildings and paving into a special buffer is prohibited. 
(E)   Special Provisions for Areas Adjacent to the E-470 Multi-Use Easement. The following shall apply in the E-470 corri-
dor-zoning district: 
1.   Outside the E-470 multi-use easement. Required trees shall consist of large deciduous shade tree species and large ev-
ergreen tree species as defined in Article 20, Definitions. At least 50 percent of required trees shall be evergreen species, and 
shrubs may consist of tall deciduous species and evergreen species planted a minimum of five feet on center. 
2.   Within the E-470 multi-use easement. Landscaping shall include a combination of dryland grasses, trees, and shrubs, 
and at least 50 percent of the required trees shall be evergreen species. 
3.   Spacing of plantings. Like tree species may be grouped with spacing not less than 25 feet on center for small deciduous 
trees; 35 feet on center for large deciduous tree species; and 15 feet on center for evergreen trees. The maximum distance 
between groups may not exceed 45 feet on center. Planting a single row of trees the full length of the buffer is discouraged. 
Shrubs should be massed and planted between tree groups. 
(F)   Exceptions and Exemptions. The Director of Planning may exempt landscape requirements in a special buffer in accor-
dance with requirements found in Section 146-1412. 

(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 20, 5-12-2014)  
Sec. 146-1425. - Private Common Open Space. 
(A)   In General. In all development, areas of land that have been disturbed during construction and will be preserved and 
protected from future development for non-public active and passive recreation areas and facilities, trails, wildlife habitat, and 
for the preservation of view corridors, and natural land features shall be landscaped in accordance with Subsections B and C. 
(B)   Minimum Plant Material Densities. All private common open space not defined as street buffers shall contain a minimum 
of one tree and ten shrubs (or the approved tree and shrub equivalents as listed in Section 146-1426 per 4,000 square feet.) 
(C)   Exceptions and Exemptions. 
1.   The Director of Planning may exempt landscape requirements for all or a portion of a private common open space in 
accordance with requirements found in Section 146-1412. 
2.   For the purposes of calculating the amount of required plant material in such open spaces, the following may be omitted: 
areas of 100-year flood plain, floodways, lakes and ponds, undisturbed marshes, wetlands, and detention and water quality 
ponds. 
(D)   Re-vegetation. All areas disturbed during construction shall be re-vegetated. Whenever temporary re-vegetation is per-
mitted, as found in Section 146-1435, those requirements as found therein shall apply. Permanent re-vegetation shall comply 
with requirements outlined in Section 146-1429.
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 21, 5-
12-2014)

Sec. 146-1426. - Plant Material Requirements.
(A) Landscaping for all development shall include a wide variety of plant materials that will provide
visual interest during all seasons. Landscaping should consist of a variety of trees, shrubs,
groundcovers, annual and perennial flowering species, turf grasses, mulches, and automatic
irrigation. Landscape materials such as stone, masonry, wood, and steel may also be used to define
space and create visual interest. All plant materials shall meet or exceed minimum standards as

outlined by the Colorado Nursery Act Regulations. Plants will be installed according to specifications
of the Associated Landscape Contractors of Colorado. Plant materials shall also conform to Uniform
Nursery Standards, current edition. The Planning Department's section of the city web site contains
a recommended list of both xeric and non-xeric plant materials.
(B)   Requirement for Drought Tolerant or Drought Resistant Landscaping and Plant Species. At least 75 percent of all 
annuals and trees, and 100 percent shrubs, perennials, groundcovers, and ornamental grasses used to landscape each site 
regulated by this article shall be selected from the City of Aurora Recommended Xeriscape Plant List; the Colorado State Uni-
versity Cooperative Extension Facts Sheet on Xeriscaping; or other approved water wise, resource wise, or Xeriscape plant 
material references. 
(C)   Basic Minimum Plant Sizes. Except as required by Section 146-1426(D) listed below, plant material shall be installed in 
the following minimum sizes: 
1.   Shade trees — 2½ inch caliper minimum, except: In single-family detached developments an average of 2½ inch caliper 
shade trees shall be provided with no shade trees less than two inches in caliper. The average shall be determined by divid-
ing the sum of all caliper inches of all two-inch caliper and greater shade trees by the total number of all shade trees. 
2.   Ornamental trees — two-inch caliper minimum (for single stem varieties). Clump forms, i.e., multi-stemmed, are accept-
able and shall be six to eight feet in height at time of installation. 
3.   Evergreen trees — six feet high minimum. 
4.   All shrubs — five-gallon container minimum. 
5.   Groundcover and annuals as approved. 
6.   Ornamental grasses and perennials — one-gallon container minimum or as approved. 
7.   Tree caliper shall be measured six inches above ground level for all trees up to four inches in caliper and 12 inches 
above ground level for larger sizes. 
(D)   Upgraded Plant Sizes for Special Locations. The following plant material size upgrades shall be provided by non-res-
idential development along property lines adjacent to residential uses, and by multi-family and single family attached town-
home development adjacent to single-family detached, two-family, and single-family attached duplex residential lots. 
1.   Large deciduous trees — 3-inch caliper. 
2.   Ornamental deciduous trees — 2½-inch caliper. 
3.   Evergreen trees — 10 feet high. 
4.   Shrubs — five-gallon container. 
5.   Groundcover and annuals — as approved. 
6.   Ornamental grasses and perennials — one-gallon container or as approved. 
(E)   Plant Beds. Plant beds shall be separated from turf and other areas by edging as approved. Mulch and weed barrier 
fabric may be used to protect the bare soil from weeds and conserve moisture. All shrubs and groundcovers shall be located 
within plant beds. The installation of individual shrub species in turf areas is prohibited. 
(F)   Thorny Plants and Shrubs. Trees with thorns shall not be located within 20 feet of public walks and other thorny plant 
material shall not be located within four feet of public walks. 
(G)   Clear Space Above Walks. Clear space above public walks shall be eight feet or greater. 
(H)   Substitutions. Whenever natural or manmade site constraints prohibit the installation of trees, the Director of Planning 
may allow the substitution of ten shrubs for one tree. 
(I)   Tree Equivalents. The following tree equivalents are provided to allow design flexibility in applicable situations as provid-
ed in this article. One tree equivalent shall be equal to: 
1.   One 2½-inch caliper deciduous shade tree. 
2.   One two-inch caliper ornamental tree. 
3.   One six-foot tall evergreen tree. 
4.   Twelve five-gallon deciduous and/or evergreen shrubs per one 2½-inch caliper tree. 
5.   10 five-gallon deciduous and/or evergreen shrubs per one two-inch caliper tree. 4.   12 five-gallon shrubs are equal to 
one 2½-inch caliper tree equivalent. 
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(J)   Shrub Equivalents. The following shrub equivalents are provided to allow design flexibility in applicable situations as pro-
vided in this article. Shrub equivalents apply to either deciduous or evergreen species. One five-gallon shrub equivalent shall 
be equal to: 
1.   Three one-gallon perennials. 
2.   Three one-gallon ornamental grasses. 
3.   Ten five-gallon shrubs are equal to one two-inch caliper tree equivalent. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Ord. No. 2004-77, § 26, 12-6-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2009-16, § 
1, 4-13-2009)  

Sec. 146-1427. - Turf Regulations. 
The design and installation of all new turf and artificial turf areas shall comply with the following requirements: 
(A)   Turf Area Limitations for Each Lot Containing Single-family Detached, Two-family, and Single-family Attached Duplex 
Homes. Turf requirements for such areas shall be subject to all of the requirements listed in tables 14.3A and 14.3B of this 
article. 
(B)   Turf Area Limitations for All Other Development Areas except Playfields and Golf Courses. In all other development 
sites except playfields and golf courses, the use of cool-season grass sod, seed, and seed mixtures that contain cool-season 
grass species shall be limited to not more than 33 percent site's total landscaped area. The area consisting of high water 
using species of cool season grasses, such as Kentucky Blue Grass, shall be contiguous and patches located throughout the 
site shall be avoided. For the purposes of these standards "contiguous" shall mean all abutting areas and areas that may be 
separated by a pedestrian walk or trail. Areas separated by pavement used for vehicular circulation are not considered contig-
uous. 
1.   High water usage cool season grasses. A cool season grass species shall be considered a high water user if it requires 
one and one-half inches of water or more per week to survive. 
2.   Exceptions and exemptions. TOT lots and recreational areas that will benefit from the durability of cool season grasses 
are exempt from contiguity requirements of this section. All other requirements shall apply. 
(C)   Declared Drought Emergency Measures. At such times as the city council may declare a drought emergency, the 
installation of turf may be delayed, subject to preparation measures contained in Section 146-1413. Such measures shall be 
completed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 
(D)   Artificial Turf. Artificial turf as defined and described in Section 146-1410(F) and Section 146-1428 may be used to meet 
the natural turf requirements of this article when installed in accordance with all city requirements and regulations. The use 
and installation of artificial turf is also subject to the following limitations: 
1.   In single family detached, two-family, and single-family attached duplex homes. Artificial turf may replace natural turf in 
front, side, and rear yards, but must meet minimum and maximum percentage requirements found in Table 14.3A. 
2.   In all other uses. Artificial turf shall be considered a non-living material and its use as such shall be limited as specified 
in Section 146-1431 Living Material Requirements. More specifically, the quantity of artificial turf that may be installed shall 
be determined in combination with all other natural non-living materials so that the combination of these materials may not 
exceed 50% of said site's landscape area as measured within property lines. 
3.   Prohibited use. The use of indoor or outdoor plastic or nylon carpeting or other materials or combinations of materials as 
a replacement for artificial turf or natural turf shall be prohibited. 

(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2009-16, § 2, 4-13-2009)  
Sec. 146-1428. - Artificial Turf Standards. 
The use of artificial turf shall be governed by the following standards: 
(A)   Materials. Artificial turf shall be of a type known as cut pile infill and shall be manufactured from polypropylene, polye-
thelene, or a blend of polypropylene and polyethleyene fibers stitched onto a polypropylene or polyurethane meshed or hole-
punched backing. Hole-punched backings shall have holes spaced in a uniform grid pattern with spacing not to exceeding 
four inches by six inches on center. 
(B)   Installation. Artificial turf shall be installed over a compacted and porous road base material and shall be anchored at all 
edges and seams. Seams shall be glued and not sewn. An infill medium consisting of ground rubber, ground coal slag, clean 
washed sand and ground rubber, or other approved mixture shall be brushed into the fibers to insure that the fibers remain in 
an upright position and to provide ballast that will help hold the turf in place and provide a cushioning effect. 
(C)   Slope Restrictions. The installation of artificial turf on slopes greater that 6.6% shall require the approval of the city engi

neer and shall meet requirements of the Public Works Department. 
(D)   General Appearance. Artificial turf shall be installed and maintained to effectively simulate the appearance of a 
well-maintained lawn. The Planning Department shall maintain and make available for public inspection a sample of various 
artificial turf products that meet this standard of appearance. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1429. - Areas of Non-Irrigated Native, Dryland, and Restorative Grasses. 
All new development and changes to existing development proposing the seeding or re-seeding of non-irrigated areas with 
native grasses, dryland grasses, restorative grasses, and/or forbs where they are intended to remain as the permanent con-
dition on lands that will not be conveyed to the city shall submit a re-vegetation plan and comply with all requirements as pro-
vided in the Rules and Regulations Regarding Stormwater Discharges Associated with Construction Activities . Within these 
areas, native grasses and forbs will be allowed to grow to the height indicated on the approved site plan. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 22, 5-12-2014) 
Editor's note— Ord. No. 2014-12, § 22, adopted May 12, 2014, amended § 146-1429 in its entirety to read as herein set out. 
The former § 146-1429 pertained to re-establishment of non-irrigated native, dryland, and restorative grasses.  
Sec. 146-1430. - Irrigation. 
All applicants shall provide automatic irrigation systems for landscaped areas. Within areas of native, dryland, and restorative 
grasses, applicants shall provide an automatic irrigation system for only the trees and shrubs. Developers of commercial, re-
tail, multi-family, single-family attached, single-family detached, and industrial developments shall install automatic rain shutoff 
sensors to all controllers in all irrigation systems. The primary function of these sensors is to monitor rainfall levels and to 
override the controller(s) to prevent unnecessary irrigation. Permanent irrigation shall be provided for trees, shrubs, annuals, 
and perennials within these areas. Automatic irrigation is required in all plant beds, raised planters, and containers. To assess 
irrigation tap fees, the Aurora Water Department has divided landscape tracts into water conserving landscaped areas (non-
turf) and non-water conserving landscaped areas (turf), and non-irrigated areas (e.g., pavement). A table summarizing these 
areas shall be provided on the landscape plan and will be utilized for assessing fees under Sections 138-151 and 138-221. 

(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 23, 5-12-2014)  
Sec. 146-1431. - Living Material Requirements. 
General Requirements. In general, each area within a site shall be landscaped with not less than 50 percent living landscape 
material unless otherwise required in this article. Living landscape material shall include irrigated and non-irrigated grasses, 
trees, shrubs, annual and perennial plants, and ornamental grasses. zeroscaping shall be prohibited. 
(A)   Definitions. 
1.   Landscape area means all areas that are not covered by buildings, structures, and impervious pavement and will require 
landscaping that will prevent dust, and wind and water erosion. 
2.   Non-living landscape material means non-landscaped organic and inorganic materials such as rock, cobbles, wood chips 
and shredded bark, artificial turf, natural and man-made pavers, crusher fines, and crushed granite. 
3.   Zeroscaping means the practice of removing or avoiding the use of living landscape material such as lawn or plants and 
replacing them with non-living landscape materials. Zeroscaping is prohibited. 
(B)   Coverage Requirements for Landscaped Areas. An area's coverage may be determined by totaling the value of each 
plant as found in Table 14.8. An area is said to provide 50 percent coverage when the total of all coverage values equals or 
exceeds 50 percent of the area. E.g. a 1,000 square foot area is said to have 50 percent coverage when the total of all cover-
age values of plants within the area is equal to or exceeds 500 square feet.

Notes: 
[1]. < = Less than; 2. > = Greater than. 
(C)   Exceptions and Exemptions. 
1.   Parking lot islands and medians shall be landscaped as found in Section 146-1439. 
2.   Tree lawns shall be landscaped as found in Section 146-1450 and 146-1451. 
3.   Areas within and immediately adjacent to public rights-of-way constructed prior to April 28, 2001 having no reasonable 
means of providing an underground automatic irrigation system may at the discretion of the Homeowners Association or prop-
erty owner be landscaped with a minimum of two materials as listed below: 
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A.   River rock or crushed rock 
B.   Cobbles not less than four-inch diameter 
C.   Crusher fines, breeze, or road base 
D.   Natural or manmade pavers over a compacted base 
E.   Integrally colored stamped decorative concrete 
(D)   Decorative Pavement. Decorative pavements, not including sidewalks and patios, shall be constructed of integrally dyed 
concrete, colored paving units such as brick or interlocking units, sandstone, or other native stone. 

(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2009-16, § 3, 4-13-2009; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 
24, 5-12-2014)  
Sec. 146-1432. - Retaining Walls. 
(A)   General Requirements. Retaining walls shall comply with the requirements in Roadway Design and Construction Spec-
ifications . 
(B)   Applicability. The requirements of this section shall not apply to site plans or, if applicable, design standards that were 
approved prior to the effective date of this section. Where no site plans or design standards were required, the standards 
shall be used that were in effect at the time of application for building permit. The requirements of this section shall not apply 
to the rebuilding of a structure not in conformance with this section that has been damaged or destroyed by fire or natural 
disaster. 
(C)   In Residential Development. Retaining walls in residential development shall comply with the height requirements de-
scribed in Roadway Design and Construction Specifications . 
(D)   Other Retaining Walls. All other retaining wall heights shall comply with Roadway Design and Construction Specifi-
cations . The area between each wall shall be landscaped with one or more of the following: shrubs, turf, or groundcover in 
accordance with Section 146-1431. Each wall shall be separated by not less than 36 inches when the area between walls is 
landscaped with shrubs and groundcover. Turf shall not be planted in areas between walls that are separated by less than 48 
inches. Retaining walls visible to the public view shall not be constructed from wood, plain concrete, or painted masonry units. 
The location of retaining walls shall also comply with requirements set forth in Article 17. 
(E)   Maintenance. All retaining walls shall be maintained in good structural condition and good repair at all times. Repaired 
or replacement retaining walls shall be constructed with materials of equal or better quality than those being replaced. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Ord. No. 2004-77, § 27, 12-6-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 
25, 5-12-2014)  
Sec. 146-1433. - Service and Loading Areas; Trash Enclosures. 
(A)   Service and loading areas visible from residences or streets shall be screened by fences, walls, landscaping, berms, or 
any combination of those items. 
(B)   Trash enclosures for multi-family residences should be located away from single-family residential uses and should 
not create a nuisance for adjacent properties. No trash enclosure for a multi-family residence shall be located within 100 feet 
of an abutting single-family residential property line, unless there is a building or structure, landscaping, or other screening 
adequate to conceal the contents of such enclosure between the enclosure and the residential property line. Trash enclosures 
shall be fully accessible to users and motor vehicles. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2015-01 , § 1, 1-12-2015) 
Editor's note— Ord. No. 2015-01 , § 1, adopted Jan. 12, 2015, amended the catchline of § 146-1433 to read as herein set 
out. Said section was formerly titled "Service Areas and Trash Enclosures."  
Sec. 146-1434. - Detention, Retention, and Water Quality Ponds. 
(A)   General Requirements. Detention, retention, and water quality ponds shall be integrated physically, functionally, and 
aesthetically into the total landscape design. Standing water, except in vegetated wetland areas, or as in approved in storm-
water treatment facilities, is discouraged other than in recirculating water features. Water quality enhancement areas within 
the bottom of the pond shall be planted in conformance with Storm Drainage Design and Technical Criteria . 
(B)   Slopes. Slopes shall be in conformance with Storm Drainage Design and Technical Criteria . 
(C)   Pond Depth. Pond depth shall be in conformance with Storm Drainage Design and Technical Criteria . 
(D)   Pond Retaining Walls. Retaining wall height shall be in conformance with Roadway Design and Construction Specifica-
tions . 
(E)   Pond Grading. Pond grading shall be encouraged in conformance with Storm Drainage Design and Technical Criteria . 
(F)   Landscape Requirements for Areas Surrounding Detention, Retention, and Water Quality Ponds . 
1.   Planting around pond. The area within the tract surrounding a pond shall contain a minimum of one tree and ten shrubs 
or the approved tree and shrub equivalents as listed in Section 146-1426 per 4,000 square feet, and shall comply with re-
quirements found in Sections 146-1429 and 146-1435. Landscape requirements for ponds may be counted toward private 
open space requirements. The following areas may be deducted from tract square footage before calculating landscape 
requirements:
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a.   Area within 100-year flood plain. 
b.   Area within floodways. 
c.   Surface area of lakes and ponds. 
d.   Area within undisturbed marshes and wetlands. 
2.   Irrigation system. All xeriscape trees, shrubs, perennials, ornamental grasses, and annual flowers shall be watered by an 
automatic underground drip irrigation system. The establishment of native, dryland, restorative grasses shall be in accordance 
with Section 146-1429. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 26, 5-12-2014)  
Sec. 146-1435. - Seeding of Disturbed Land for Future Construction Phases. 
All future development areas in phased development projects that have been disturbed by grading shall be seeded and sta-
bilized in accordance with requirements found in the City of Aurora Rules and Regulations Regarding Stormwater Discharges 
Associated with Construction Activities to prevent wind and water erosion for the time the site remains without development. 
All such areas shall be shown on the landscape plan and information concerning tilling, seeding methods, seed mixtures, 
watering, and mulching shall also be shown. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 27, 5-12-2014)  
Sec. 146-1436. - Prohibited Plant Species. 
The director of planning may prohibit the use of the following plants if it is determined that the species' use may be detrimen-
tal to the public health, safety, or welfare: 
1.   Russian Olive — All Elaeagnus angustifolia species and cultivars. 
2.   Aspen — All Populus tremuloides species and cultivars. 
3.   Cottonwood — All species. 
4.   Tamarisk — All species and cultivars. 
5.   Invasive species — All plants listed as invasive by the CSU extension service. 
6.   Noxious weeds — All plants listed on the State of Colorado Noxious Weed List. 
7.   Ash — All Fraxinus species and cultivars. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 28, 5-12-2014)  
Sec. 146-1437. - Xeriscape Design. 

Projects that incorporate approved xeriscaping techniques may deduct one additional foot from the width of those landscaped 
buffers otherwise required. To qualify for buffer reductions, the landscape designs shall comply with the following criteria: 
(A)   Seven Principles. Xeriscape landscapes shall comply with the following seven principles of xeriscape design (as further 
described in the pamphlet, "At Home with Xeriscape" published by Xeriscape Colorado, Inc.): 
1.   Planning and design 
2.   Turf alternatives 
3.   Mulches 
4.   Zoning of plants 
5.   Soil improvements 
6.   Efficient irrigation 
7.   Appropriate maintenance 
(B)   Low Water Turf Varieties. Large areas approved for turf shall require the use of low water-using turf varieties. Seeding 
and reseeding shall comply with requirements found in Section 146-1429, Establishment of Non-irrigated Native, Dryland, and 
Restorative Grasses. 
(C)   Mulches. All plant beds, raised planters, and plant containers shall be mulched with wood or rock mulches at a mini-
mum depth of three inches for shrubs and two inches for annuals and perennials. All deciduous and evergreen trees or large 
shrub species not located in a plant bed shall be mulched. The mulch shall be applied to a circular area equal to the diameter 
of the excavated tree pit with the trunk of the tree as the center of the circle. The depth of the mulch within the circle shall be 
three inches minimum. 
(D)   Maintenance. All xeriscape landscaping shall be maintained as stated in Section 146-1438. 
(E)   Xeriscape Method of Irrigation. Xeriscape areas shall include a method of irrigation for establishment of all plant materi-
als. Hand watering is not permitted without prior approval by the city. Acceptable methods of irrigation include automatic irriga-
tion systems designed for low gallon use, such as low precipitation heads, drip systems, or other types of low gallon heads 
with the appropriate clock, pipes, and filtration devices. 

(F)   Plan Notes. A note or notes shall be added to the landscape plan describing the type of irrigation for each area. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1438. - Landscaping Maintenance. 
All landscaping shall be maintained in a neat, clean, and healthy condition. Maintenance shall include proper pruning, mowing 
of lawns, weeding, removal of litter, fertilizing, replacement of dead plants, and irrigation of all live landscaping. All replace-
ment plants shall conform to the city's current landscaping standards. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1439. - Parking Lot Landscaping. 
All development shall be required to meet the following standards in addition to the requirements of Article 15, Parking: 
(A)   Islands. Landscaping in each landscape island shall consist of one shade or ornamental tree, and one or more under-
story treatments, which may include mulched shrub beds, decorative concrete, or decorative pavement. 
(B)   Medians. Landscaping shall consist of one shade or ornamental tree for each 30 linear feet of median length, and one or 
more understory treatments providing 100 percent surface coverage which may include decorative concrete, mulched shrub 
beds, and decorative paving. 
(C)   Irrigation. Landscaping in islands and medians that are less than 12 feet wide shall be watered by an underground drip 
irrigation system. 
(D)   Pedestrian Crossings. Whenever pedestrians must cross internal landscaped medians, the medians shall be land-
scaped with a combination of hardscape materials and living plant material. Hardscape shall consist of concrete, modular 
pavers, or decorative stamped and colored concrete. Landscaping shall consist of a combination of trees, shrubs, and ground-
covers. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1440. - Parking Lot Screening. 
All parking lots shall be screened pursuant to the following standards: 
(A)   Requirement. All parking lots shall be screened from public rights-of-way, public open space, and adjacent property. 
Parking lot screening shall be integrated into adjacent buffers and street frontages, but shall not block sight triangles at street 
intersections and parking lot entrances off of streets. 
(B)   Type. Screening shall consist of a berm between 2½ and 3 feet high with a maximum slope of 4:1 in combination with 
evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs. Screening shall be integrated with incentive features and streetscape plantings 
whenever possible. If berms are not practical, one of the following options shall provide equivalent screening: 
1.   A low continuous landscaped hedge between 2½ and 3 feet high consisting of a double row of shrubs planted 3 feet on 
center in a triangular pattern. 
2.   A decorative masonry wall between 2½ and 3 feet high in combination with landscaping. 
(C)   Plant Materials. Shrub species shall be chosen that will reach a minimum height of three feet at maturity. At least 50 per-
cent of the shrubs shall be deciduous flowering species. Whenever parking lots abut public open space plant materials shall 
be selected that are compatible with the natural character of the area. 
(D)   Accent Plantings. Large shade and evergreen tree species and/or small tree or large shrub species shall be used as 
accents throughout the screen planting in conjunction with buffer and street frontage plantings to offset the horizontal lines of 
a typical shrub bed. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2014-12, § 29, 5-12-2014)  
Secs. 146-1441—146-1449. - Reserved.  
DIVISION 4. - DISTRICT STANDARDS 
 
Sec. 146-1450. - Additional Requirements for Residential Development. 
(A)   In General. 
1.   Design integration. Landscape plans shall be integrated with building design, perimeter tracts, open spaces including 
connections to off-site amenities, community design elements, and lot design. 
2.   Special considerations. Consideration shall be given to plant material types, growth rates, canopy size, and required 
maintenance in relationship to building location, sight lines, and site utilities. 
3.   Multiple purposes. Wherever possible, plant materials, berming, and land contouring shall be used for privacy screening, 
screening of perimeter walls and/or fences, and sound mitigation. 
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4.   Plant material variety. A variety of plant materials shall be incorporated into each project, including native drought-tolerant 
vegetation, and perennial and annual flowerbeds. Tree plantings shall include an equal distribution of deciduous and ever-
green species. 
(B)   Street Frontages. Standard street-frontage landscaping shall comply with the Aurora Street Standards, including without 
limitation provisions addressing detached walks, tree lawns, street trees, landscaping, fence locations, and the avoidance of 
fence canyons. Street trees shall be centered within the tree lawn and spaced 40 feet on center. When a detached walk and 
tree lawn are absent, street trees shall be located from four to five feet from the back of curb or edge of pavement. Tree lawns 
and areas within the right-of-way, except as found in Section 146-1431(D) shall be landscaped as provided in (B)(1-4) and irri-
gated in accordance with the city's irrigation ordinance. Street trees shall be in addition to tree lawn and street perimeter buffer 
landscape requirements and shall consist of large deciduous tree species approved by the city forester. Landscape street 
buffers shall comply with Section 146-1422. 
1.   Tree lawns next to arterials, collectors, or local streets. Tree lawns shall be landscaped with one or more landscape treat-
ments consisting of irrigated sod, non-living landscape materials, and living plant materials. 
2.   Non-living landscape material usage. Non-living landscape materials when installed within a tree lawn may consist of 
stamped, stained, or integrally colored concrete, natural stone pavers, and manmade pavers. 
3.   Living plant material usage. Living plant materials within a tree lawn may consist of groundcovers, perennials, ornamental 
grasses, and deciduous and evergreen shrubs. When located within a site distance triangle plant materials shall not exceed 
26 inches in height at maturity. 
4.   All living landscape materials shall be irrigated in accordance with the city's irrigation ordinance. 
5.   Exemptions for organic and inorganic mulches. Living plant materials within a tree lawn may be mulched with organic or 
in-organic mulches. 
(C)   Special Landscape Requirements at Entryways and Intersections. Distinctive landscaped areas shall be provided at 
project entries and at intersections of public streets adjacent to the project. Landscaping in these areas shall consist of plant 
specimens having a high degree of visual interest during all seasons. A mixture of shrubs, ornamental trees, flowers, and/or 
ground cover shall be planted around sign bases and at curb returns near site entrances. Such plantings shall be planted in 
plant beds that are edged and mulched over a weed barrier. 
(D)   Erosion Control. 
1.   Purpose. The purpose of this section is to promote and require measures to prevent soil erosion in the city's residential 
areas. 
2.   General requirements. 
a.   Owners of residential properties shall, within 12 months of the first occupancy, install landscaping to control erosion in the 
form of a lawn, artificial turf, or other natural vegetation not otherwise prohibited by this Code. Such landscaping shall comply 
with Table 14.3A or 14.3B and the lawn permit and soil preparation procedures established by the water department, as well 
as any lawn establishment requirements contained in this
Code. Any second or later owner of a residential property that does not feature completed landscaping in its front and side 
yards shall be granted a minimum of six months, but no more than 12 months, to complete such landscaping as described 
in this subsection. The period of compliance shall commence upon the date that the City Manager or designee first notifies a 
property owner, in writing, that the property has not been landscaped in compliance with the provisions of this Code. 
b.   No artificial trees, shrubs, turf or plants or other materials not derived from natural vegetation or artificial turf meeting re-
quirements found in this code shall be used to fulfill the requirements as set forth in this section; however, such items may be 
used for decorative purposes supplemental to the natural vegetation. 
c.   Failure to provide adequate maintenance of landscaped property resulting in the deterioration of trees, shrubs or other liv-
ing plant material which is likely to cause erosion problems which damage the property of the owner or adjacent owners shall 
be a violation of this section. The city manager or designee, upon the request of the affected owner, shall have the discretion 
to extend the period of compliance to the next planting season, should a letter of explanation from the owner describe a viola-
tion which can not be practically corrected within a reasonable time. 
3.   Penalties. It shall be unlawful to fail to maintain property in a manner consistent with the requirements of subsection 2 
above. All violations shall be subject to the general penalties for zoning and building violations contained in this Code. 
(E)   Requirements for Single-Family Detached, Two-Family and Single-Family Attached Duplex Residences. 

1.   Before issuance of a permanent certificate of occupancy, unless provisions as found in subsection (E)(6.) apply, all new 
single-family detached, two-family, and single-family attached duplex residential dwellings shall be provided with front, side, 
and rear yard landscaping as found in Tables 14.3A or 14.3B. Temporary certificates of occupancy may be issued when land-
scaping as required herein is not completed due to weather or seasonal conditions. Residents of all single-family detached, 
two-family, and single-family attached duplex residences that were landscaped prior to the effective date of this revision may 
convert, change, modify, or revise said landscaping, in accordance with front, rear, and side yard landscape requirements 
found in Table 14.3A and 14.3B of Section 146-1450, and more specifically the landscape requirements in Article 14, Land-
scaping. 
2.   Irrigation. Front, side, and rear yard landscaping shall include automatic irrigation. Side yard landscaping and irrigation 
shall also be installed where the side yard faces a public right-of-way or other public space. 
3.   Side yards. Within a single family detached, two-family, or single-family attached duplex development, side yards in a 
corner lot visible from the adjacent street shall be landscaped by the builder as shown in Table 14.3A and 14.3B. 
4.   Maintenance. Landscaping shall be maintained in a neat, clean, and healthy condition, including pruning, mowing, weed-
ing, and replacement of dead plants. 
5.   Responsibility for ownership and maintenance. All single-family detached, two-family, and single-family attached duplex 
residential developments containing private common open space tracts are required to establish a homeowners association, 
special assessment district, or other mechanisms that shall be responsible for the ownership and maintenance of the improve-
ments and landscaping. 
6.   Waivers for custom front yard landscaping. The Director of Planning is authorized to vary or waive the front yard land-
scaping requirements of this subsection for a subdivision where alternative landscape design is provided that meets the spirit 
and intent of this subsection. Such custom landscaping can be builder-installed or homeowner-installed and shall exceed 
either minimum city landscaping standards or minimum standards approved through site plan review. The waiver shall be 
requested at time of site plan application. All custom front yard landscaping
shall be complete as stated in Section 146-1450(E). For previously approved site plans, a builder seeking a waiver for custom 
landscaping may apply for an administrative amendment. The minimum criteria for a waiver include: 
a.   Minimum quantities and sizes of plant materials shall be specified. 
b.   The builder shall establish a design review committee to review each custom landscape package proposed by an owner. 
c.   The builder-approved package shall be submitted to the Planning Department for approval. 
d.   The landscaping must be completed within 180 days after a closing on the property if the closing occurs during a growing 
season (April 1 through October 1 in the same year) or during the next growing season if the property closes outside of this 
cycle. If the homeowner fails to install the landscaping, the builder shall install code-compliant landscaping during the current 
growing season or the next season if the violation occurs outside of this cycle. 
e.   Notes indicating these responsibilities shall be added to the site plan. 
(F)   Requirements for all Residential Development Except Single-Family Detached, Two Family, and Single Attached Duplex 
Residences. 
1.   Buffers. Table 14.4 sets forth general landscaping requirements for all residential development except single-family de-
tached, two-family, and single-family attached duplex residences. 
2.   Private common open space. All common private open space shall be landscaped according to requirements found in 
Section 146-1425. In addition to the provisions of Section 146-1425(C) not more than 25 percent of the required private open 
space area may be paved or may be covered with other non-living material such as organic and inorganic mulches. Paving 
and landscape walls should be constructed from integrally dyed concrete, brick, interlocking pavers, or native stone. 
3.   Building perimeter landscaping. The perimeter surrounding each unit shall be landscaped with a variety of plant materials 
that will ensure seasonal interest. Plant beds shall be an average of eight feet wide and shall consist of landscaping, mulch 
over weed barrier, edging when adjacent to turf, and automatic irrigation. 
a.   Amount. Perimeter plantings shall consist of a total number of plants equal to 1.25 plants per five linear feet of unit perim-
eter footage, of which: 
i.   Five percent are trees — A mixture of evergreen and deciduous trees shall be provided; 
ii.   Fifteen percent are tall shrubs — Species growing to a mature height of at least six feet; and 
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iii.   80 percent are shrubs — Including a mixture of evergreen and deciduous species for seasonal interest. 
b.   Location. Plantings shall be arranged to screen utility hardware and mechanical equipment, define entrances, screen 
headlights, and soften featureless walls. Trees and/or tall growing shrub species shall be located within shrub beds at building 
corners, primary entrances, and along expanses of featureless walls. 
c.   Garages. For projects with detached garages or carports, landscaped islands a minimum of five feet in width shall be 
provided along the full width of both ends of the garages and/or carports. 

(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Ord. No. 2005-74, § 1, 10-10-2005; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2009-16, § 
4, 4-13-2009)
Sec. 146-1451. - Additional Requirements for Non-Residential Development. 
(A)   In General. 
1.   Integration with building design. Landscaping shall be integrated with building design in internal areas of the site. 
2.   Relationship to site features. Consideration shall be given to plant material types, growth rates, canopy size, and required 
maintenance in relationship to building location, sight lines, and site utilities. 
3.   Variety of plant materials. A variety of plant materials shall be incorporated into each project, including native drought-tol-
erant vegetation, and perennial and annual flowerbeds. Tree plantings shall include an equal distribution of deciduous and 
evergreen species. 
4.   Screening. Truck or rail loading docks facing a view corridor, drainage, public open space, or public right-of-way shall be 
screened from view. In addition, accessory features, parking lots, and outdoor storage shall be screened from view. 
(B)   Standard Landscape Buffers. These standards shall apply to all development unless the provisions of Section 146-
1424, Special Buffers apply. 
1.   General Requirement. All development shall incorporate those buffers described in Tables 14.5 and 14.6, and shall be 
landscaped pursuant to subsections 2. and 3. Below, except as modified to accommodate incentive features or xeriscaping. 
2.   Standard right-of-way Landscaping. Standard right-of-way edge landscaping shall comply with the Aurora street stan-
dards, including without limitation provisions addressing detached walks, tree lawns, street trees, landscaping, and fence 
locations. Street trees shall be centered within the tree lawn and spaced 40 feet on center. Tree lawns and areas within the 
right-of-way except as found in Section 146-1431(D) shall be landscaped in accordance with requirements found in (B)(2)(A-
D) and irrigated in accordance with the city's irrigation ordinance. When a detached walk and tree lawn is absent, street trees 
shall be located between four and five feet from the back of curb or edge of pavement. Street trees shall be in addition to tree 
lawn landscape and street perimeter buffer landscape requirements and shall consist of large deciduous tree species ap-
proved by the city forester. Landscape street buffers shall comply with the requirements of Section 146-1422 of this City Code. 
a.   Tree lawns next to arterials, collectors, or local streets. Tree lawns shall be landscaped with one or more landscape treat-
ments consisting of irrigated sod, non-living landscape materials, and living plant materials. 
b.   Non-living landscape material usage. Non-living landscape materials when permitted within a tree lawn may consist of 
stamped, stained, or integrally colored concrete, natural stone pavers, and manmade pavers. 
c.   Living plant material usage. Living plant materials within a tree lawn may consist of groundcovers, perennials, ornamental 
grasses, and deciduous and evergreen shrubs. When located within a site distance triangle plant materials shall not exceed 
26 inches in height at maturity. 
d.   All living landscape materials shall be irrigated in accordance with the city's irrigation ordinance. 
e.   Exemptions for organic and inorganic mulches. Living plant materials within a tree lawn may be mulched with organic or 
in-organic mulches. 
3.   Landscape buffers at non-right-of-way locations. All such buffers shall comply with Section 146-1423. 

a.   Residential buffers. Adjacent to residential development, buffers shall include one tree and five shrubs for each 25 linear 
feet of buffer, and 50 percent of the trees shall be evergreen species. 
b.   Commercial/industrial buffers. Adjacent to commercial or industrial development, buffers shall include one tree and five 
shrubs for each 40 linear feet of buffer. 
(C)   Special Landscape Requirements at Entryways and Intersections. All development shall be required to incorporate the 
following landscaping at entryways and intersections. 

1.   Project entries and intersections. Distinctive landscaped areas shall be provided at project entries and at intersections of 
public streets adjacent to the project and shall be counted toward street buffer requirements as provided in Section 146-1422. 
Landscaping in these areas shall consist of plant specimens having a high degree of visual interest during all seasons. 
2.   Plant beds. Plant a mixture of shrubs, ornamental trees, flowers, and/or ground cover around sign bases and at curb 
returns near site entrances. Such plantings shall be planted in plant beds edged and mulched over weed barrier. 
(D)   Building Perimeter Landscaping. 
1.   Requirement. Perimeter building landscaping is required when building elevations face public streets, transportation cor-
ridors, public open space, or residential neighborhoods or whenever an entrance door is present. Provide one tree equivalent 
for each 40 linear feet of elevation length as provided in Section 146-1426 (I) and (J). Building landscaping shall be located 
within 20 feet of the building unless prevented by loading docks. 
2.   Soils. Landscaped areas next to buildings shall be developed utilizing sound soils engineering practices under the 
direction of a competent soils and/or structural engineer. Sites having expansive soils may require specialized landscaping 
and irrigation techniques and concepts in order to comply with these standards and are not exempt from building perimeter 
landscape requirements found in this section. 
3.   Types and locations. Building perimeter landscaping shall be installed in plant beds, raised planters, or plant vaults cov-
ered by tree grates. Plant beds shall be a minimum of ten feet wide; planters a minimum of six feet wide and 18 inches tall; 
and tree grates a minimum of four feet by four feet. Perimeter landscaping shall be located in conjunction with site furniture 
in order to enhance entrances, soften the impacts of large expanses of featureless walls, and screen utility hardware and 
mechanical equipment. Parking lot islands located within 20 feet of the building elevation may be counted towards building 
perimeter landscaping. Landscaped containers constructed from materials that are compatible with the building may also be 
used as building perimeter landscaping. Containers shall be a minimum of 18 inches high and a minimum of three feet square 
or in diameter. The number of required containers shall be based on tree equivalents as found in this section. 
4.   Plant materials. The following plant materials and materials should be included as perimeter landscaping: 
a.   A variety of deciduous flowering and evergreen shrubs. 
b.   Groundcovers. 
c.   Annuals, and perennial flowering species. 
d.   Multi-stemmed and single-trunk ornament trees and shrub species. 
e.   Organic and inorganic mulches. 
(E)   Irrigation. All building perimeter landscaping shall be watered by an automatic low-volume irrigation system. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006; Ord. No. 2009-16, § 5, 4-13-2009)  
Sec. 146-1452. - Private Covenants Contrary to Public Policy are Disallowed. 
City council hereby declares that the health and general welfare of the citizens of this city are necessarily dependant on the 
reliable and uninterrupted future delivery of water and that the same requires conservation of this vital resource. Given this, 
any private covenant(s) that purports to invalidate or disallow the xeriscaping provisions contained in this Article 14 are invalid 
and a nullity, as to those provisions, as being against the expressed public policy of this council and of the state legislature as 
expressed in Section 37-60-126 (11) of the Colorado Revised Statutes. 
(Ord. No. 2009-16, § 6, 4-13-2009)  
Secs. 146-1453—146-1459. - Reserved.  
DIVISION 5. - SPECIAL STANDARDS 
 
Sec. 146-1460. - Requirements for Sites with Existing Development. 
(A)   Generally. On properties with existing development, minimum landscaping requirements contained in this article shall 
be met whenever any changes or additions are made to landscaping or parking areas. Where proposed site changes involve 
a net increase in gross building area of 2,000 square feet or more, current landscape standards shall also be met wherever 
feasible unless prevented by physical obstacles. The principal objectives of redevelopment landscaping are to: 
1.   Ensure cohesiveness and compatibility with the surrounding area. 
2.   Improve the visual quality of the neighborhood. 
3.   Mitigate external effects on residential development. 
(B)   Landscape Requirements of All Sites. The following requirements shall be met when developing the landscape plan: 
1.   Required minimum landscaping. All sites are required to provide a minimum of 15 percent of the total area of the site as 
landscaped area. The total area of the site shall be measured within property lines. 
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2.   Plan requirements. Landscape plans shall include all required information, symbology, and plan formatting as set forth on 
application forms established by the Planning Department.

3.   Plant materials. Required minimum plant sizes at time of installation shall comply with requirements found in this article. 
4.   Tree preservation. Existing trees that meet the requirements found in the city's adopted "Policy on Preservation of Exist-
ing Trees" shall be preserved, relocated, and/or mitigated according to the criteria found in the policy. All existing trees four-
inch caliper or greater, i.e., diameter of the tree trunk or trunks at breast height (DBH), shall be labeled on the plan and their 
preservation, removal, and/or mitigation shall be noted. To mitigate for tree loss, one caliper inch shall be replaced for each 
caliper inch removed. The city may require submittal of a mitigation table. The table shall show the number of caliper inches 
removed and replaced. City staff may inspect trees to determine if preservation is desirable and if relocation is feasible. Each 
tree species, size, condition, and value will be determined at that time. 
5.   Irrigation requirements. All landscaped areas with the exception of non-irrigated native, dryland, and restorative grasses 
as provided in Section 146-1429 shall be watered by an underground
automatic irrigation system. A statement briefly describing the irrigation system shall be shown on the landscape plan. 
6.   Right-of-way frontages. All redevelopment sites shall comply with requirements for right-of-way frontage buffer widths and 
landscaping requirements found in Table 14.7. 
7.   Non-right-of-way frontage buffers and screening. Landscape buffers shall be provided along all right-of-way frontages 
and non-right-of-way frontages in accordance with requirements found in Table 14.7. Buffers and screening shall be required 
to mitigate external effects caused by trash enclosures, loading docks, parking lots, and other operations and activities related 
to business operations. 
8.   Building perimeter landscaping. The perimeters of all buildings and structures shall be landscaped in accordance with the 
standards found in Table 14.7. 
9.   Parking lot landscaping and screening. All parking lots and parking areas that are located within a redevelopment site 
shall comply with requirements for landscaping and screening found in Table 14.7. 
(C)   Waivers. The Director of Planning is authorized to waive all or a portion of the landscape standards and options found in 
this section if it is found that the site is restricted by existing easements, structures, fire lanes, parking requirements, utilities, 
and circulation requirements. 
(D)   Landscaping Priorities for All Sites. Landscape priorities are shown in Figs. 14.1, 14.11, 14.12 and 14.13, and Table 
14.7. 
(E)   Sites to Be Partially or Completely Demolished for New Development. Projects shall meet all the same design require-
ments in these design standards required for sites on vacant or cleared land. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Secs. 146-1461—146-1469. - Reserved.  
DIVISION 6. - BLACK FOREST 
 
Sec. 146-1470. - Purpose. 
(A)   Importance of the Black Forest. The Black Forest ecosystem is locally unique because it represents one of the few 
non-mountainous extensions of Ponderosa Pine onto the high plains. Its trees contribute to the beauty and attractiveness of 
planned neighborhoods. The high quality Gambel Oak and Ponderosa Pines found in the Black Forest zone provide a unique 
tree resource in terms of wildlife habitat, visual beauty, and soil erosion protection capabilities, all of which are important attri-
butes in this primarily hilly region. 
(B)   Purpose of the Black Forest Ordinance. The City of Aurora intends to maintain a healthy, vigorous, and well-managed 
Black Forest as a valuable asset to the community. These actions are intended to contribute to the health, safety, and welfare 
of Aurora residents by acknowledging the functions that tree stands provide, including: 
Conserving energy through shade and evaporative cooling; 
Reducing localized air pollution through absorption of carbon dioxide and ozone and adsorbing particulate matter; 
Providing wildlife habitat for birds, small mammals, and other species; 
Alleviating soil erosion, siltation, excess stormwater runoff, and other harmful effects of land disturbance practices; 

Increasing real property values; and, 
Enhancing natural visual and aesthetic qualities that complement land development. 
Therefore, Sections [146]-1471 through [146]-1476 establish the policies, regulations, and standards necessary to ensure that 
the city will continue to realize the benefits provided by the Black Forest. The provisions of this division are enacted to: 
1.   Maintain a sustainable tree cover within the Black Forest by locating new development in a manner that preserves exist-
ing trees to the greatest extent feasible. 
2.   Protect existing trees during development from the impacts of nearby construction. 
3.   Provide standards governing the removal, relocation, and monitoring of trees which cannot be preserved in their original 
location. 
4.   Establish penalties for unauthorized tree loss. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1471. - Relationship to Existing Regulations. 
The city's adopted "Policy on Preservation of Existing Trees" is part of the review and approval process of preliminary land-
scape plans, which is required for all site plans. In the event of a conflict with this policy, Sections 146-1431 through 146-1436 
shall control tree preservation policy within the Black Forest area. Policies described in Sections 146-1471 through 146-1476 
are also not intended to supplant guidelines contained in the policy with the exception of Policy Statement Item Number 1, 
which allows tree mitigation through replacement of equal size trees on either an adjacent site or on the nearest public land or 
payment of cash value. Sections 146-1471 through 146-1476 specifically require replacement of Ponderosa Pine and Gambel 
Oak vegetation within the proposed development. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1472. - Applicability and Exemptions. 
This division applies to that portion of the Black Forest contained within the City of Aurora as defined in Article 20, Definitions. 
Trees that are diseased or constitute a threat to the public health and safety shall be exempted from these regulations per 
Aurora City Code Chapter 142, Article II, Section 142-35, removal or treatment when infected or infested. Routine forestry 
management and fire safety practices in accordance with the Colorado State Forest's Forest Management Plan guidelines and 
developed by a professional forester are exempted. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1473. - Requirements. 
(A)   Development Review. Any development activities and/or submittal of development applications to the city within the 
Black Forest shall include a tree protection plan in order to preserve existing Ponderosa Pine trees and associated Gambel 
Oak shrub vegetation to the greatest extent feasible. Development activities shall not result in the removal of any Black Forest 
trees and shrubs, except in accordance with this section. 
(B)   Tree Protection Plan. 
1.   Plan requirements. Any development activities or proposed development applications that involve disturbing the natural 
surface of the land or making any material change to any structure
shall require the submittal of a tree protection plan that conforms with this section and requirements set by the City Forester's 
office. In order for the plan to be approved, Black Forest trees shall be protected according to the procedures described here-
in. Following tree protection plan approval, any subsequent development activity requiring approvals or the issuance of any 
permits shall conform to the plan. A minimum, all such plans shall include: 
a.   An inventory of trees and existing shrub vegetation, including a description of which trees are candidates for preservation, 
removal, and replanting. The inventory shall include Ponderosa Pine greater than four inches in diameter and all Gambel Oak 
plants greater than three inches in diameter. 
b.   A construction limit line, which shall include all building, parking, underground utilities, vehicular use areas, and all areas 
of required cut and fill. 

c.   Details and locations of permanent and/or temporary construction protection devices and measures to assure tree protec-
tion and normal growth after construction. 
d.   A description of the size and location of all new trees to be planted as part of the landscape design of the proposed proj-
ect. 
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e.   A conservation escrow account to collect funds from the owner or representatives in order to insure compliance with the 
tree preservation measures described herein. The amount to be collected will be based upon The Guide to Plant Appraisal, 
published by the International Society of Arboriculture. This figure will be assessed as an average diameter calculated from 
the total inventoried number of only those trees remaining in place and potentially impacted by construction activities. It does 
not include those trees outside of the construction limit line and, therefore, not impacted by construction activities as well as 
those which are to be removed or replanted according to plan specifications. The amount will be returned to the owner upon 
completion of construction activities and implementation of tree protection plan requirements. If these measures are not com-
plied with, the city shall use these funds to mitigate tree loss. 
2.   Plan approval. Review and approval of the tree protection plan according to requirements set by the planning department 
and forestry division shall be completed by the city forester's office before the commencement of any development or planned 
development activity. Plans will be approved, approved with condition, or denied based upon conformity with the requirements 
of this division. It shall be unlawful to violate the provisions of an approved tree protection plan. 
3.   Plan amendment. The city forester may amend any approved tree protection plan after receipt of an application for 
amendment from a property owner. The amendment shall be approved if the city forester determines that the proposed 
amendment complies with the requirements of this section. 
4.   Plan recordation. After approval of a tree protection plan, it shall be recorded in the office of the county clerk and recorder 
and shall be binding on the property owner and the owner's heirs, successors, and assigns. 
(C)   Tree Removal and Mitigation. 
1.   Tree removal. Black Forest trees and associated vegetation shall not be removed from their existing location due to any 
development or construction activity unless avoidance through modifications of proposed development plans and design is 
not feasible. Tree removal is unlawful unless it is pursuant to an approved tree protection plan. 
2.   Mitigation. Trees to be relocated shall be replanted at a suitable location on the site. Candidate trees for replanting will be 
greater than four inches for Ponderosa Pine and three inches for Gambel Oak, but less than ten inches in diameter measured 
at a point one foot above natural grade. When such replanting is not feasible, removed trees shall be replaced. Such replace-
ment shall occur at a ratio of one-to-one with an approved single tree of similar size or combination of trees (not to exceed six 
in number) measured at a point one foot above the natural grade with a cumulative total diameter equal to the diameter of the 
tree to be mitigated.
Mitigated trees shall be measured per the "Guide to Plant Appraisal." Appropriate measures shall be undertaken to protect 
trees from construction activities. If any of the trees required to be retained or replanted as part of the tree protection plan 
should die within a period of three years after completion of construction, the property owner shall replace the trees within six 
months of the issuance to the owner of a notice to replace. 
(D)   Monitoring. In addition to protection during new construction, provisions for monitoring are required to ensure that trees 
will be retained after construction is completed. Monitoring programs shall include: 
1.   On-site supervision by the property owner or representative to ensure tree protection actions; 
2.   Pre-construction conferences between the property owner or representative and the city forester or designee; 
3.   Monthly meetings between construction management and the city forester to review progress of the monitoring program; 
and, 
4.   Final site inspection to verify that protection provisions have been followed. 
(E)   Waiver. The city manager is authorized to grant a waiver of the provisions of this section if it is determined that a waiver 
is necessary to permit an economically viable use of private property, to preserve vested property rights, or to avoid unique, 
unnecessary, and unreasonable hardship. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1474. - Notice to Prospective Purchasers. 
Vendors of real property located within the Black Forest shall provide the following notice to prospective purchasers and 
cause such notice to be recorded with the Clerk and Recorder of Arapahoe County: 
NOTICE 
The property described as (legal description and address) is located within an area governed by the Black Forest tree preser-
vation ordinance, 146-1470 et seq. And a tree protection plan and is subject to the requirements therein, as applicable. 

(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1475. - Appeals. 
Denial of the tree protection plan may be appealed to and heard by the City Manager. To be effective, an appeal must be 
filed in writing within ten days after the decision of the City Forester's office. The appeal shall specify the reasons for which 
a hearing is requested. After a hearing, the City Manager shall render a decision, which shall be final unless appealed to the 
City Council. An appeal must be filed in writing within ten days after the decision of the City Manager's office. The appeal shall 
specify the reasons for which a hearing is requested. 
(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006)  
Sec. 146-1476. - Penalty. 
Any person convicted of violating this division resulting in unauthorized tree loss, may be imprisoned for a period not to ex-
ceed one year or fined an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars, or both, per C.R.S. § 13-10-113. The Department of 
Neighborhood Services is authorized to serve notice to any person in violation of this ordinance or to institute legal proceed-
ings as may be required. 

(Ord. No. 2004-58, § 1(Exh. A), 9-13-2004; Adm. Corr. of 6-8-2006) 
TABLES AND FIGURES
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(B) Edge Zones. The Edge Zone is located within approximately 1.5 feet from the curb. It generally has no landscaping within 
this area, as it will be heavily influenced by nearby traffic, snow plowing and sanding. Plant containers, raised planters, or oth-
er items that will interfere with traffic and/or snow plowing may not encroach into the Edge Zone. Tree grates when flush with 
the surrounding grade may encroach into the Edge Zone.
(C) Furnishing Zone. The Furnishing Zone abuts the Edge Zone and is seven feet wide. Its purpose is to accommodate street 
trees within tree grates or plant beds, decorative pavement, and site furnishings. Landscape requirements for the furnishing 
zone are as follows:
1. Street trees shall be required and shall be placed in the Furnishings Zone within tree grates, raised planters, or at grade 
planters.
2. Provide a number of street trees equal to or not less than one tree per each 35 linear feet of street frontage as measured 
from curb return to curb return or from curb return to property line.
3. All street trees shall be either large deciduous street tree species of a minimum of caliper of 2½ inches, or ornamental de-
ciduous species of a minimum caliper of 2½ inches.
4. All street tree species shall be approved by the city forester and shall meet the requirements of section 146-1478(F)(2) 
below.
5. All shrubs, perennial plants, and ornamental grass plants located within plant beds shall be provided at not less than ten 
five-gallon container shrubs, or 30 one-gallon container perennials, or 30 one-gallon container ornamental grasses per each 
40 linear feet of plant bed length. All plant material within plant beds shall conform to criteria found in section 146-1426 plant 
material requirements.
(D) Throughway Zone. The intent of the Throughway Zone is to allow efficient, direct and unobstructed access along side-
walks. Branches of maturing street trees encroaching into this zone shall be pruned to a height of not less than eight feet. 
Pruning shall conform to forestry division standards. All plantings shall be maintained according to Best Landscape Manage-
ment Practices to prevent encroachment into this zone, to insure that plantings will continue to thrive in a healthy condition, to
allow safe use by pedestrians, and to provide seasonal visual interest. The Throughway Zone shall be clear of all plant con-
tainers, raised planters, plant beds, and other site amenities.
(E) Frontage Zone. Whenever landscaping is provided within the Frontage Zone adjacent to a building façade, landscaping 
area, fence, or screened parking lot, the amount of landscaping shall equal or exceed one tree equivalent per each 40 linear 
feet of landscape able frontage. Plantings shall be located within plant containers or raised plant beds or plant beds. A suffi-
cient number of plants within plant containers, raised planters, or at grade plant beds shall be provided to meet tree equivalent
requirements. Plant containers and site furnishings shall be selected for durability and compatibility with surrounding architec-
ture and design elements.
1. Additional options for parking lot screening in frontage zones. The edges of all parking lots shall be screened from view. 
The minimum landscape area width shall be not less than five feet wide. Landscaping shall be in accordance with require-
ments set forth in section 146-1440. Low open style fences and low combination fence/walls in combination with landscaping 
may also be used for screening. Low for the purposes of these standards shall mean less than three feet and six
inches tall.
Quantities will be controlled due to water conservation restrictions as found in section 146-1426(B)
3. Prohibited street trees. Street trees prohibited within UAC and TOD development include all species listed in section 146 
1436, Evergreen Trees, and ornamental tree species that produce fruit.
4. Plant beds. Trees planted in paved areas may be planted in plant beds consisting of shrubs, and perennials as found in 
section 146-1478(C). Plant beds surrounding trees must be a minimum of five feet by 15 feet.
5. Mulch rings. A mulch ring four feet in diameter minimum shall be placed around each tree planted within a turf area. The 
mulch ring shall consist of organic materials placed at a depth of not less than three inches or an approved recycled rubber 
tree mat.
6. Xeriscape requirements. A minimum of 75 percent of all annuals and street trees and 100 percent of all other plant materi-
al provided within the streetscape shall be from the city's recommended xeriscape plant list or other approved and accepted 
xeriscape plant material source.
7. Groundcovers. The use of all groundcovers shall be subject to requirements found herein.
a. At least 100 percent of all living groundcovers except for annuals shall be selected from the city's recommended xeriscape 
plant list or other approved and accepted xeriscape plant material source.
b. Groundcovers may not encroach into the traveled way or throughway zone.
c. All living ground covers must be irrigated by an automatic underground irrigation system in accordance with the city's 

irrigation ordinance.
d. Living ground covers shall be mulched with organic and/or inorganic mulches.
e. Permitted living groundcovers include:
i. Deciduous and evergreen shrubs, and annual and perennial plants; also
ii. The combined height of groundcovers and their containers shall be not more than 26 inches when within a sight triangle.
f. Permitted non-living groundcovers include:
i. Poured in place finished, integrally colored, stamped, or textured concrete; and
ii. Natural stone pavers such as flagstone, granite, or slate; brick pavers; and
iii. Manmade simulated stone products made from concrete, asphalt, or approved recycled materials; and
iv. Non living organic and inorganic groundcovers when used as mulches when planted
in conformance with the applicable zone's requirements or according to section 146-
1431. The stricter of the two shall apply; and
v. Artificial turf in conformance with requirements found in this article.
g. Prohibited non-living organic and inorganic groundcovers that are not used in conformance with requirements found in sec-
tion 146-1478(F) include:
i. Inorganic groundcover such as river rock, crushed rock, gravel, cobbles, stones or any other materials acquired from geo-
logical or manmade sources; and
ii. Organic ground covers such as wood chips, shredded bark, pole peelings, or other organic materials acquired from living 
plants; also
iii. Crusher fines and crushed granite except as approved.
8. Detention ponds in urban landscapes. Detention, retention, and water quality ponds shall not be located adjacent to the 
street or back of walk unless it is determined by the city engineer that alternative on site or off-site locations are not available 
or are impracticable. All detention, retention, and water quality ponds shall be integrated physically, functionally, and aestheti-
cally into the total landscape design and shall be in accordance with all requirements found in section 1
46-1434. 9. Temporary surface parking lot landscape requirements. A surface parking lot shall be
considered temporary whenever the surface material/s and its infrastructure will be demolished for the purpose of clearing the 
site for other construction within a time frame commencing and ending as agreed upon by the city. Each perimeter of the tem-
porary parking lot abutting public or private rights-of-way, public or private open space, or a pedestrian walk shall be provided
with a five-foot wide minimum landscape area to be landscaped in accordance with requirements found in section 146-1440 
and irrigated according to section 146-1430.
(Ord. No. 2009-26, § 3, 7-13-2009)
Secs. 146-1479—146-1499. - Reserved.
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Special Landscape Design Feature Brief Description of the Feature

Overall Landscape Concept
•   Plant Palette
•   Signature Species Images

Overall Development: The overall landscape concept shall include a variety of tree, shrub, and grass species to create harmonious transitions throughout the site during all 
4-seasons of the year.   Native and drought tolerant species will be used for the majority of the site and satisfy the City of Aurora xeriscape landscape incentive.  Plantings shall 
be grouped into zones by similar water needs.  Areas of high water runoff and drainage areas shall be planted with high water tolerant plants. Signature tree species will be used 
throughout the development to create a sense of connectivity.  Community facilities, areas such as the pool and cabana, will be accented with ornamental trees and seasonal 
color.  

All selected plant species will be in accordance with the City of Aurora approved plant list. 

City of Aurora - Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual and Article 9 Chapter 146: E470 Zone District 

Landscape Design at Entry Monumentation and 
Key Entry Points

Overall Development:  Landscape at entry monuments and key entry points shall enhance and support said signage and structures.  Plantings shall create screens and/or 
backdrops to each sign and not detract from the content.  Planting beds should be a continuation of the streetscape concept while incorporating a larger plant palette with more 
visual interest.  The planting beds shall include a mixture of shrubs, ornamental trees, flowers and/or groundcover to enhance entry monuments and key entry points.  

Industrial Development:

Mixed Commercial Development:
                                                     
City of Aurora - Article 16: Signs, Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual and Article 9 Chapter 146: E470 Zone District

Landscape Standards along 144' ROW
Arterial Roadways

Overall Development:  Landscape along arterial road frontages shall support and enhance the development connections to adjacent properties and land uses. Plants shall be 
placed to guide both vehicular and pedestrian traffic. Plant species and spacing shall follow the City of Aurora Requirements and be selected from the approved plant list.  Street 
trees shall be spaced at an interval defined by the City of Aurora roadway design guidelines.  Trees shall be placed to screen views or create intentional view corridors for both 
vehicular and pedestrian travel. 

City of Aurora - Roadway Design and Technical Criteria Manual, Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual and Article 9 Chapter 146: E470 
Zone District 

Form G: Matrix

NOTE: 
The Design Standards listed in this matrix implement the design themes of the FDP and are intended to complement the City of Aurora Code, and other applications, manuals, and design standards. If a conflict should exist between any specific provisions of 
this matrix and any City of Aurora standards, the higher standards shall govern, unless a waiver has been specifically requested and granted.  All the photos and illustrations referenced by this matrix are representative of the level of design quality required by 
this FDP. Final designs to be submitted at the Contextual Site Plan level will not necessarily duplicate the exact illustrations, but will contain the same themes and dimensions as shown.
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Special Landscape Design Feature Brief Description of the Feature

Landscape Standards Along 80' ROW 
Collector Roadways

Overall Development: Landscape along collector roads shall be complimentary to landscape along arterial roads and continue a common theme.  The streetscape shall provide 
unity and structure within the development through the use of plant materials and pedestrian friendly detached walks.  Landscape shall conform to the established plant palette of 
the overall development. Select tree species may differ from those along arterial roads but should have complimentary characteristics.   Different but complementary plant species 
can be used in these areas to visually signify a change in character.

City of Aurora - Roadway Design and Technical Criteria Manual, Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual and Article 9 Chapter 146: E470 
Zone District

Landscape Standards Along 68' ROW
Local Roadways

Overall Development:  Landscape along local roads shall be complimentary to landscape along higher classification roadways.  Landscapes along local roads shall have slighting 
more formal tree spacing than higher roads and blend with landscapes in adjacent parcels.  Harsh lines at property edges shall be avoided by creating a contiguous feel to the 
landscape.  Tree species may differ to visually signify a change in character.  Local roadways adjacent to residential lots will be planted.  Parkway tree planting in residential 
lot areas shall conform to regular spacing to the extent possible.  Trees shall be located to maintain required setback and clearances from driveways, utilities, and above grade 
features as defined in the City of Aurora Landscape Reference Manual Recommended Plant Material Separations table.

City of Aurora - Roadway Design and Technical Criteria Manual, Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual and Article 9 Chapter 146: E470 
Zone District

Landscape Standards in Commercial and 
Public Gathering Areas  
•   Tree Grates & Protectors 
•   Planters & Raised Beds 
•   Flower Beds

Overall Development:  Plants in public gathering areas and common areas shall be selected to tolerate more frequent foot traffic and car exhaust pollution.  Tree pits and surface 
treatments shall adhere to the City of Aurora development code.  A variety of raised planters and planter pots may be used at community facilities and along pedestrian corridors 
to highlight entries and circulation.  Materials shall compliment monuments and community facilities; as well as relate within a chosen design and style.  Seasonal plantings shall 
be incorporated to these areas for added interest. 

City of Aurora - Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual and Article 9 Chapter 146: E470 Zone District

Form G: Matrix

NOTE: 
The Design Standards listed in this matrix implement the design themes of the FDP and are intended to complement the City of Aurora Code, and other applications, manuals, and design standards. If a conflict should exist between any specific provisions of this 
matrix and any City of Aurora standards, the higher standards shall govern, unless a waiver has been specifically requested and granted.  All the photos and illustrations referenced by this matrix are representative of the level of design quality required by this FDP. 
Final designs to be submitted at the Contextual Site Plan level will not necessarily duplicate the exact illustrations, but will contain the same themes and dimensions as shown.
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Form G: Matrix

Special Landscape Design Feature Brief Description of the Feature

Landscape Integration at Detention Areas
•   Retaining Walls
•   Native Plantings

Overall Development:  Detention areas shall be aesthetically pleasing with the use of native riparian and/or adaptable plant materials that enhance these areas and provide water 
quality if necessary.   Landscape is required at the base and on all terraces created to soften them.  Treatments may include the use of slope stabilization techniques and natural 
stone or equivalent materials as retaining walls.  Areas in closer proximity to trail corridors, common areas, or special uses shall have enhanced buffers that tie in with the overall 
landscape concept.  No trees should be implemented within 5’ of the wall foundation or in areas that would compromise retaining wall geo-grid and integrity.

City of Aurora - Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual, City of Aurora Storm Drainage Design and Technical Criteria Manual and Article 9 
Chapter 146: E470 Zone District

Landscape Buffers
•   Parks, Open Space and Drainage 
•   Between Land Uses

Overall Development:  Landscape buffers shall be used throughout the development to provide screening and separation between different land uses.  A combination of trees and 
shrubs shall be planted per the City of Aurora Standard Buffer Widths table.  Parks, open space, and drainage areas shall utilize buffer areas where possible.  (The City of Aurora 
has an incentive program for xeric buffer landscapes which may be applicable to this development - City of Aurora Municipal Water Efficiency Plan Sec. 4.2.2).  Buffers shall be 
used between existing and proposed adjacent residential land uses between Industrial and Mixed Use Commercial used as specified in the Aurora Landscape Buffer Tables 14.4-
14.6.  Landscape buffers will also be used around mechanical and trash enclosures in regards to screen walls and landscape material.                 

City of Aurora - Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual and Article 9 Chapter 146: E470 Zone District

Landscape Buffers
•   Parking Lots / Loading Areas

Landscaping and screening shall be in accordance with the landscape standards provided herein.

City of Aurora - Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual and Article 9 Chapter 146: E470 Zone District

Trail Corridors Overall Development:  The open space and trail network for the development will follow the natural drainageways of the site, follow along public easements and right of ways, as 
well as connect parcels to each other.  Open space and trails shall be responsive to the site’s opportunities and constraints.  Wayfinding signage and landscape shall clearly high-
light trail access for safety and convenience.  Landscape along the trail will frame view corridors, buffer adjacent land uses and create a sense of direction and purpose. 

City of Aurora - Article 14: Landscaping (as provided herein), Landscape Reference Manual and Article 9 Chapter 146: E470 Zone Districtv

NOTE:V 
The Design Standards listed in this matrix implement the design themes of the FDP and are intended to complement the City of Aurora Code, and other applications, manuals, and design standards. If a conflict should exist between any specific provisions of this 
matrix and any City of Aurora standards, the higher standards shall govern, unless a waiver has been specifically requested and granted.  All the photos and illustrations referenced by this matrix are representative of the level of design quality required by this 
FDP. Final designs to be submitted at the Contextual Site Plan level will not necessarily duplicate the exact illustrations, but will contain the same themes and dimensions as shown.
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Overall Landscape 
Concept Imagery

Naturalized plantings surrounding man-
made amenities.

Seasonal perennials add visual interest 
and color.

Creative and interesting building foundation plantings.

Enhanced landscape design at main building entries with seasonal color Pedestrian plaza and Main Street streetscape.

Overall Development: The overall landscape concept 
shall include a variety of tree, shrub, and grass 
species to create harmonious transitions throughout 
the site during all 4-seasons of the year.   Native and 
drought tolerant species will be used for the majority 
of the site and satisify the City of Aurora xeriscape 
landscape incentive.  Plantings shall be grouped into 
zones by similar water needs.  Areas of high water 
runoff and drainage areas shall be planted with high 
water tolerant plants. Signature tree species will 
be used throughout the development to create a 
sense of connectivity.  Community facilities, will be 
accented with ornamental trees and seasonal color.  

All selected plant species will be in accordance with 
the City of Aurora approved plant list. 

Note: Images and Graphics are solely for reference purposes only. 

Industrial Development Mixed Commercial Development

Overall Development



Deciduous Trees 

Ornamental Trees

Evergreen Trees

Symbol Common Name Botanic Name Size (Ht x Spr) Water Use* Signature
Evergreen Shrubs

Symbol Common Name Botanic Name Mature Size
(Ht x Spr)

Water Use* Signature

BTM Bigtooth Maple Acer grandidentatum 50’ x 40’ L-M
GMT Ginnala/Amur Maple Acer ginnala 20’ x 10’ VL-L
HWM Hot Wings Tatarian Maple Acer tataricum ‘Garann’ 25’ x 20’ M x
ABT Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry 15-20’ x 10’ M x
WAS Washington Hawthorn Crataegus phaenopyrum 20’ x 15’ VL x
BRA Brandywine Crabapple Malus ‘Brandywine’ 25’ x 20’ L
RAD Radiant Crabapple Malus x ‘Radiant’ 15’ x 15’ L
SPR Spring Snow Crabapple Malus x ‘Spring Snow’ 20’ x 15’ L
AMC Amur Chokecherry Prunus maackii 20’ x 20’ M
CAN Canada Red Chokecherry Prunus virginiana ‘Canada Red’ 25’ x 20’ L-M x
CCP Chanticleer Pear Pyrus calleryana 35’ x 15’ M

NOM Norway Maple Acer platanoides 50’ x 40’ M
CNM Columnar Norway Maple Acer platanoides ‘ Columnare’ 35’ x 15’ M
ABM Autumn Blaze Maple 50’ x 40’ L-M
CAL Catalpa Catalpa Spp. 50’ x 30’ VL x
HAC Common Hackberry Celtis occidentailis 60’ x 40’ VL
IMP Imperial® Honey Locust Gleditsia triacanthos inermis ‘Imperial’ 35’ x 25’ VL
SHA Shademaster® Honey Locust Gleditsia triacanthos inermis ‘Shademaster’ 50’ x 35’ VL
SKY Skyline® Honey Locust Gleditsia triacanthos inermis ‘Skyline’ 50 x 30’ VL
KCT Gymnocladus dioicus 60’ x 50’ VL
NAR Narrowleaf Cottonwood Populus angutifolia 75’ x 40’ L-M x
PCW Plains Cottonwood Populus deltoides 80’ x 60’ L-M
LAN Lanceleaf Cottonwood Populus x acuminata 50’ x 30’ L-M
SWO Swamp White Oak Quercus bicolor 50’ x 40’ VL - M
BOA Bur Oak Quercus macrocarpa 70’ x 50’ VL x
ROA Northern Red Oak Quercus rubra 50’ x 30’ L-M x
RLI Redmond Linden Tilia americana ‘Redmond’ 40’ x 25’ M x
LLI Little Leaf Linden Tilia cordata 40’ x 25’ M x

CCF White Fir Abies concolor 50’ x 20-25’ M x
BPO Blue Point Juniper Juniperus chinensis ‘Blue Point’ 12’ x 8’ VL
GGJ Gray Gleam Juniper Juniperus scopulorum ‘Gray Gleam’ 15’ x 5-7’ VL
WBK Wichta Blue Juniper Juniperus scopulorum ‘Wichita Blue’ 20’ x 5’ VL x
SKR Skyrocket Juniper Juniperus virginiana ‘Skyrocket’ 20’ x 5’ VL
CBS Colorado Blue Spruce Picea pungens 60’ x 25’ VL
PIN Pinon Pine Pinus edulis 25’ x 15’ VL x
AUS Austrian Pine Pinus nigra 50’ 20’ VL x
PON Ponderosa Pine Pinus ponderosa 40’ x 25’ VL
SWP Southwestern White Pine Pinus strobiformis 60’ 30’ M
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Pinus edulis Pinus nigraAbies concolor Juniperus scopulorum

Crataegus phaenopyrum Prunus virginianaAcer tartaricum Amelanchier x grandiflora

Quercus rubra Tilia cordataPopulous angustifolia Quercus macrocarpa

NOTES: 
1.  30% of the plants must be selected off of the suggested   
     plant list for streetscape and open space/drainage way  
     areas in this document. 
2.  Non-xeric species must not total more than 25% of the  
     total  number of trees.
3.  Actual size at the time of planting shall meet the City of
    Aurora minimum standards.

Recommended Streetscape Plants

Recommended Open Space/Drainage way Plants

* VL = Very Low; L=Low; M=Medium; H=High
* * Symbol to be determined; will depend on species 
    selected during design

PLANT LIST

Plant List and 
Signature Species Images



SSK Saskatoon Serviceberry Amelanchier alnifolia 10’ x 8’ VL
ABB Buddleia alternifolia 10 - 20’ x 8-10’ L
MMC Curl Leaf Mountain Mahogany Cercocarpus ledifolius 10’ x 6’ VL
RTD Red Twin Dogwood Cornus sericea ‘Baileyi’ 8’ x 8’ L-M
PST Smoketree Cotinus coggygira 15’ x 6’ L-M
CAC Peking Cotoneaster Cotoneaster lucidus 10’ x 5’ L-M x
NMP New Mexico Privet Forestiera neomexicana 8’ x 6’ VL
CHP Cheyenne Privet Ligustrum vulgare ‘Cheyenne’ 8’ x 6’ VL
ARH Arnold Red Honeysuckle Lonicera tatarica ‘Arnold Red’ 8’ x 6’ VL
AMP American Plum Prunus americana 15’ x 10’ VL
PBS Pawnee Buttes Sand Cherry Prunus besseyi ‘Pawnee Buttes’ 15-18’ x 6’ VL
CIS Purple Leaf Sand Cherry Prunus x cistena 8’ x 6’ L-M
NCH Native Chokecherry Prunus virginiana 12-25’ x 10-20’ L-M
NAC Nanking Cherry Prunus tomentosa 10’ x 10’ L-M
SBT Smith’s Buckthorn Rhamnus smithii 8-10’ x 8-10’ L-M
SMO Smooth Sumac Rhus glabra 10’ x 8’ VL
STS Staghorn Sumac Rhus typhina 10’ x 8’ VL
BBE Shepherdia argentea 8’ x 6’ VL
CPL Common Purple Lilac Syringa vulgaris 15’ x 8’ VL
VAL Alleghany Leatherleaf Viburnum Viburnum x rhytidophylloides ‘Alleghany’ 10’ x 10’ M

Evergreen Shrubs

Large Deciduous Shrubs

Medium Deciduous Shrubs   

Groundcovers

MPA Panchito™ Manzanita Arctoctaphylos ‘Panchito’ 2’ x 4’ VL
CAP Cranberry Cotoneaster Cotoneaster apiculatus 3’ x 4’ M
BSG Spanish Gold Broom Cytisus purgan ‘Spanish Gold’ 4’ x 6’ VL
BLT Lilac Time Broom Cytisus scoparius x Cytisus dallimorei ‘Lilac Time 6’ x 6’ VL
BJF Bluestem Joint Fir Ephedra equisetina 4-6’ x 3-8’ VL
BCH Blue Chip Juniper Juniperus horizontalis ‘Blue Chip’ 10” x 6’ VL
HUG Hughes Juniper Juniperus horizontalis ‘Hughes’ 18” x 6’
WIL Wiltoni / BlueRug Juniper Juniperus horizontalis ‘Wiltonii’ 6” x 6’ VL
MAQ Oregon Grape Holly Mahonia Aquifolium 6’ x 6’ VL
BUE 12” x 6’ VL
CCJ Calgary Carpet Juniper Juniperus sabina ‘Monna’ 9” x 10’ VL
BST Blue Star Juniper Juniperus squamata ‘Blue Star’ 3’ x 5’ VL x
GSP Blue Globe Spruce Picea pungens ‘Globosa’ 3’ x 4’ L-M
RHM RH Montgomery Spruce Picea pungens ‘RH Montgomery’ 6’ x 4’ L-M x
MTA Tannenbaum Mugo Pine Pinus mugo ‘Tannenbaum’ 15’ x 6’ L-M x
BYU Banana Yucca Yucca baccata 4-6’ x 10’ L

Symbol Common Name Botanic Name Mature Size
(Ht x Spr)

Water Use* Signature

RSE Regent Serviceberry Amelanchier alnifolia ‘Regent’ 6’ x 5’ VL
BLC Black Chokeberry Aronia melanocarpa 6’ x 4’ L-M
VSB Silver Sagebrush Artemisia cana 5’ x 5’ L
CFR Cowania mexicana 5’ x 5’ VL
DBB Dwarf Burning Bush Euonymus alatus ‘Compacta’ 5’ x 4’ L-M
TLS Three Leaf Sumac Rhus trilobata 6’ x 6’ VL x
YCU Golden Currant Ribes aureum 6’ x 6’ VL
ACO Austrian Copper Shrub Rose Rosa foetida ‘Bicolor’ 6’ x 6’ M x
HYE Harrison’s Yellow Shrub Rose Rosa x harrisonii 5’ x 5’ M x
RBB Shepherdia canadensis 6’ x 6’ VL
VAN Vanhoutte Spirea Spirea x vanhouttei 6’ x 6’ L-M
MKL Miss Kim Lilac Syringa patula ‘Miss Kim’ 5’ x 5’ VL
VMO Mohican Viburnum Viburnum lantana ‘Mohican’ 6’ x6’ VL

KNK Kinnikinnick / Bearberry Arctoctaphylos uva-ursi 4-6” x 24” VL-L
OGH Creeping Oregon Grape Holly Mahonia repens 8-15” x 36” VL-L
DZR Zing Rose Dianthus Dianthus deltoides ‘Zing Rose’ 4-6” x 12-18” M
VCR Crystal River Veronica Veronica ‘Reavis’ Crystal River 3” x 20-30” L-M

Symbol Common Name Botanic Name Mature Size
(Ht x Spr)

Water Use* Signature

PLANT LIST
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Rosa foetida Rosa x harrisoniiPinus mugo

Cotoneaster lucidus Rhus trilobata

Recommended Streetscape Plants

Recommended Open Space/Drainageway Plants

* VL = Very Low; L=Low; M=Medium; H=High

NOTES: 
1.  30% of the plants must be selected off of the suggested plant list 
     for streetscape and open space/drainage way areas in this document. 
2.  Non-xeric species must not total more than 25% of the total  
     number of trees.
3.  Actual size at the time of planting shall meet the City of Aurora minimum standards.

Juniperus squamata

Plant List and 
Signature Species Images



Small Deciduous Shrubs

Ornamental Grasses

Perennials

BGG Blonde Ambition Grama Grass Bouteloua gracillis ‘Blonde Ambition’ 12-20” x 14’18” VL x
FRG Feather Reed Grass 4-5’ x 2’ L x
BFE Blue Fescue Festuca glauca ‘Elijah Blue’ 8-12” x 8-12” VL
AVG Blue Avena Grass Helictotrichon sempevirens 2-3’ x 2-3’ Vl
GSG Giant Sacaton Grass Sporobolus wrightii 4-6’ x 3-4’ VL
MAG Maiden Grass Miscanthus sinensus ‘Gracillimus’ 4-5’ x 2-5’ L
MFG Mexican Feather Grass Nessella tenuissima 2’ x 1’ VL x
SWG Switchgrass Panicum virgatum 5’ x 2-3’ M
HFG Dwarf Fountain Grass Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln’ 2-3” x 2’ VL
LBG Little Bluestem Grass Schizachyrium scoparium 30-40” x 2’ VL x
VMG Variegated Maiden Grass Miscanthus sinensus ‘Variegatus’ 4-6’ x 2-5’ L

LEA Leadplant Amorpha canescens 4’ x 4’ VL
DSB Sand Sagebrush 4’ x 4’ L
CPB Crimson Pygmy Barberry Berberis thunbergii ‘Atropurpurea Nana’ 2’ x 3’ M
CRG Siberian Peashrub Caragana pygmaea 3’ x 4’ VL
DKS Dark Knight Spirea Caryopteris x clandonensis ‘Dark Knight’ 3’ x 3’ VL x
RDW Dwarf Rabbitbrush Chrysothamnus var. 2’ x 3’ VL x
DCM Carol Mackie Daphne Daphne x Burkwoodi ‘Carol Mackie’ 3’ x 4’ M
GDP Gold Drop Potentilla Potentilla fruticosa ‘Gold Drop’ 3’ x 3’ LM
GLS Gro-Low Sumac Rhus aromatica ‘Grow-Low’ 3’ x 3’ LM x
RCR Red Currant Ribes rubrum 3-5’ x 3-5’ M
RWO Wood’s Rose Rosa woodsii 4’ x 4’ VL
GFS Gold Flame Spirea 3’ x 2’ L-M x
HAN Hancock Coralberry Symphoricarpos x chenault ‘Hancock’ 3’ x 3’ VL
SPW Soapweed Yucca glauca 2’ x 3’ L

CMW Walker’s Low Catmint Nepeta faassenii ‘Walker’s Low” 24-36” x 24-30” VL x
YAM Moonshine Yarrow Achillea ‘Moonshine’ 18-24” x 18-24” VL x
BFH Blue Fortune Hyssop Agastache ‘Blue Fortune’ 2-3’ x 18”-2’ M
RDV Red Valerian Centranthus ruber 18”-3’ x 1-2’ M
TSC Coral Canyon Twinspur Diascia integerrima ‘Coral Canyon’ 10-14” x 12” L-M
CFL Echinacea pururea 30-36” x 18-24” VL x
GAI Gaillardia aristata 14-24” x 12-24” VL
DSD Dwarf Shasta Daisy Leucanthemum compact ‘Snow Lady’ 12” x 15” VL
PPN Pine Leaf Penstemon Penstemon pinifolius 12-24” x 18-24” Vl x
RGD Black Eyed Susan Rudbeckia fulgida ‘Goldstrum’ 30-36” x 18-24” M x
SMN May Night Salvia Salvia sylvestris x ‘Mainacht’ 18-24” x 12-18” VL
SES Autumn Joy Sedum Sedum spectabile ‘Autumn Joy’ 18-36” x 18-24” Vl x
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Rhus aromatica Spirea Japonica

Boutelous Gracillis Calamagrostis acutiflora

Nassella tenuissima Schizachyrium scoparium

Penstemon pinifolius Rudbeckia fulgida

NOTES: 
1.  30% of the plants must be selected off of the suggested   
     plant list for streetscape and open space/drainage way  
     areas in this document. 
2.  Non-xeric species must not total more than 25% of the  
     total  number of trees.
3.  Actual size at the time of planting shall meet the City of Au 
     rora minimum standards

Recommended Streetscape Plants

Recommended Open Space/Drainage way Plants

* VL = Very Low; L=Low; M=Medium; H=High
* * Symbol to be determined; will depend on species 
    selected during design

Echinacea purpurea Sedum spectabileNepeta faassenii Achillea

Caryopteris x clandonensis Chrysothamnus var.

Symbol Common Name Botanic Name Mature Size
(Ht x Spr)

Water Use* Signature

PLANT LIST

Plant List and 
Signature Species Images
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6-Lane Arterial Roadways6-Lane Arterial Roadway Section (144' ROW)

6-Lane Arterial Roadway Plan

Trees create and enhance view corridors and provide 
screening while ornamental tree massings provide 
seasonal color.

Median landscape to be continued 
from existing Jewell Avenue 

Note: Images and Graphics are solely for reference purposes only. 

Min. Streetscape Standards
Per City of Aurora

Meandering 10’ Walk

Landscape Buffer
Width Varies

Tree lawn width varies
min. 5’ - ave. 10’

Landscape 
Area
min. 10'-0"

Landscape 
Area

min. 10'-0"
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3-Lane Collector Roadway 
and Local Roadway

Note: Images and Graphics are solely for reference purposes only.  

Trees and planting beds help to screen the sidewalk 
from the street, separating pedestrians and vehicles to 
create a safe and comfortable pedestrian zone

Min. Streetscape
Standards

Per City of Aurora

Landscape Buffer
Width Varies

3-Lane Collector Roadway Section (80' ROW)

3-Lane Collector Roadway Plan

Local Type 3 Roadway Section (68' ROW) Private Drive Section (40' ROW)

Local Type 3 Roadway Plan

Min. Streetscape
Standards

Per City of Aurora

Landscape Buffer
Width Varies

Private Drive Plan
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Parking Lot/
Loading Dock Buffer

Per Code, all parking lots will be screened with a 3’ minimum height (within 2-3 years) through berms (max 4:1) and/or using a variety of deciduous and evergreen plant material.  

Note: Images and Graphics are solely for reference purposes only.  

Parking, storage areas and loading docks

Enhanced Landscape Berm / 
Landscape to Screen Docks 

from Public R.O.W. 
Typical Street Section 
and Streetscape

Landscape buffer width to exceed 
COA minimum at time of CSP
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Employee Break Areas Plazas with Planting and Break Areas

Public Gathering Areas

Note: Images and Graphics are solely for reference purposes only.  

Industrial Development Mixed Commercial Development
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Detention Areas

Water Quality Pond with native aethestics to compliment the surrounding landscape

Naturalized detention areas are sensitve to the surroundings and visually pleasing

Bridges are used in areas where pedestrian trail corridors cross drainage and detention 
areas and are softened by the use of native landscape.

Wall stagger shall be a min. of 36” wide and plant-
ings between each wall soften the wall.  A pedestri-
an railing is required on all walls greater than 30" in 
height. Retaining walls shall comply with the City of 
Aurora standards and shall reflect the character of 
the monumentations and other landscape walls.

Walls, either or retaining or freestanding at such lo-
cations of bridges, detention areas and along slopes 
shall be in similar material to signage, architecture 
and/or natural features of the site

Walls, either or retaining or freestanding at such locations of bridges, detention areas 
and along slopes shall be in similar material to signage, architecture and/or natural 
features of the site.

Note: Images and Graphics are solely for reference purposes only.  
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Intent/Purpose:
The intent of the trail corridor is to provide an 
enhanced natural area for both active and passive 
uses, such as biking, running and walking. An 
off-street trail corridor shall move east and west 
through the central and south portion of the site, 
which connects the development with the Aurora 
Sports Park (to the west) and the future Horizon 
Development (to the east).  

Access:
Planning Areas adjacent to the Open Space 
Corridor: Access into the trail corridor from adjacent 
planning areas shall be provided along the proposed 
road / streetscape network with connections  
as depicted on the Trails Corridor Map. The trail 
shall be accessible to the public by the local road 
and private drives which runs parallel to the trail 
corridor.

Planning Areas Removed from the Open Space 
Corridor: Access into the trail space from planning 
areas that are not adjacent to the corridor may be 
provided through publicly accessible sidewalks 
internal to individual development parcels or 
between development parcels. Additionally, where 
local streets are provided within these parcels an 
enhanced street section may be used to create 
these connections.

Transition:
To ensure continuity and flow between the open 
space corridor and private development parcels 
landscape transitions must be carefully planned. 
Whether the private development has a formal or 
informal landscape treatment it should transition to a 
more native design concept to match the landscape 
character of the trail corridor.  Trails in easements 
will be restored with native seed with no trees; 
where applicable xeric shrubs with shallow roots.

Hierarchy:
The community trail is 10’ wide concrete; all roadway 
sidewalks shall have concrete walks per City of 
Aurora Standards.

Trail Corridors

In areas where manicured turf is proposed near trail corridors native plantings 
can soften the transition to the open space.

Trail networks in Aurora Sports Park

Note:  1.Regional trails along easements are paved with crusher fines and easy for multi-model use.
           2.Images and Graphics are solely for reference purposes only.  

Drainage and Trail Corridor Section
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Notes: 1. Local trail corridor locations, materials and widths will be determined at Conceptural Site Plan.
           2. Trails will be constructed in sequence with adjacent development 
           3. Refer to roadway sections for street sidewalks location & size
           4.Images and Graphics are solely for reference purposes only. 

Trail Corridors 
Location Map

LEGEND: 
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