
 

 
 

 
 

 
July 17, 2019 
 
Ryan Adragna 
Adragna Architecture 
7383 S. Alton Way 150 
Centennial, Co 80112 
 
 
Re: Gishen Maryam Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
Case Number:  2002-6041-03 
 
Dear Mr. Adragna: 
 
Thank you for your initial submission for the above-named minor amendment. Many comments are on the site 
plan. Please refer to the site plan for location of all comments.  We reviewed the submission and have the 
following comment:  
 
A. Life Safety Mark Apodaca 303-739-7656 mapodaca@auroragov.org Please see all of the marked-up 

comments on the site plan.  
1. Be advised, that new additions to existing structures will require a full radio frequency survey of both the 

addition and the existing structure. (See Chapter 11 of the 2015 IFC) 
2. Revise to include new addition. 
3. Validate that new addition will be the same height to different. 
4. Please validate that the previous number of accessible spaces will support the occupant loading of the new 

addition. 
5.  Add an additional note stating that the new structure will be in compliance with the 2015 IBC and 

currently adopted codes of the City of Aurora. 
6. The 2015 International Fire Code requires all buildings to be assessed for adequate emergency responder 

radio coverage. The currently adopted 2015 International Fire Code (IFC), requires all buildings to be 
assessed for adequate Emergency Responder Radio Coverage (ERRC) prior to issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy. At the time the structure is at final frame and final electrical inspections, the general contractor 
(GC) will be required to hire an approved and qualified independent 3rd party to assess the radio frequency 
levels within the structure.  Once completed, the 3rd party will provide the results of the test to both the 
GC and the Aurora Building Division as to whether the structure passed or failed the preliminary radio 
surveillance.  A structure that has passed this surveillance requires no further action by the GC. A failed 
radio surveillance will require a licensed contractor to submit plans to the Aurora Building Division to 
obtain a building permit for the installation of an ERRC system prior to installation.  This assessment and 
installation is at the owner or the developers’ expense. Future interior or exterior modifications to the 
structure after the original Certificate of Occupancy is issued will require a reassessment for adequate 
radio frequency coverage. Ðu183·Core and shells structures will not require this assessment, but the tenant 
finish that follows and prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy will be required to conduct this 
assessment, install a system where needed. Facilities utilizing high-piled storage must be stocked prior to 
the radio frequency survey by a 3rd party. Ðu183·New additions to existing structures will require a full 
radio frequency survey of both the addition and the existing structure. (See Chapter 11 of the 2015 IFC) 
Based on the size of the proposed structure(s), Fire/Life Safety is not asking for a radio assessment unless 
the site is reconfigured to utilize larger structures at time of submittal 

Planning and Development Services 

Planning Division 
15151 E. Alameda Parkway, Ste. 2300 
Aurora, Colorado 80012 
303.739.7250 
 

Noted, this will be stated as a requirement in
the construction documents and will include
the addition and existing building.

This has be validated.

It has been validated that all existing parking will meet the requirements of the addition.

This note has been added.

Noted, this will be stated as a requirement in
the construction documents and will include
the addition and existing building.

mailto:mapodaca@auroragov.org


 

 
 

 
    (A2.0 / Floor Plan) 
 
7.  Show location of fire riser room on this sheet. Include a symbol for the fire department connection. Note: 

Knox caps are required to secure the openings on the fire department connection. If the door to riser room 
is not currently labeled, it will be required to be labeled at this time. 

 
B. Civil Engineering Kristin Tanabe 303-739-7306 ktanabe@auroragov.org  

1. It appears a drainage letter was uploaded to the site, but the "Submit" button on the application tab was 
not clicked. Please return to the civil plan folder for this project, go to the application tab and click the 
submit button for the drainage letter review process to begin. A review fee will be required. 

2. A minimum slope away from the building is 5% for 10 feet for landscape areas and a minimum 2% for 
impervious areas.  

3. A minimum 2% slope is required for non-paved areas. 
 

C. Traffic Engineering Brianna Medema 303-739-7336 bmedema@auroragov.org  
1. Reach out to CDOT to determine if this change requires a new access permit.  Colfax Avenue is a state 

highway.   
2. This is an extension of an existing use, reach out to CDOT to have them determine if a new access 

permit is required. 
3. Approval and access permits will need to be obtained from the Colorado Department of Transportation 

(CDOT).  Please contact Marilyn Cross at CDOT, phone number 303.512.4266.  In order to insure 
CDOT will allow access as shown, provide a letter from CDOT indicating they have reviewed the 
proposed access(es) and have given preliminary approval.   

 
D. Forestry Rebecca Lamphear 303-739-7139 rlamphea@auroragov   

1. There will be several trees affected by development.  Due to the location, size and condition of trees on the 
site, relocation is not an option.  The use of tree equivalents is not permitted to mitigate for tree loss.  And 
tree mitigation is always above and beyond the Landscape Code requirements.  Any tree that is removed 
from this site will either require replacement within the landscape or be mitigated through payment to the 
Community Tree Fund. 

 
2. Any trees that are preserved on the site during construction activities shall follow the standard details for 

Tree Protection per the current Parks, Recreation & Open Space Dedication and Development Criteria 
manual.  Parks, Recreation & Open Space Dedication and Development Criteria manual.  These notes shall 
be added to the plan. 

 
3. Please show a tree mitigation chart on the landscape plan taken from the Landscape Manual page 29.  If 

payment will be made into the Tree Planting Fund, add another column to the chart indicating the payment 
amount that will be made.  If trees will be planted on the site, please show a symbol indicating trees that are 
specific to tree mitigation. 

 
4. The caliper inches that will be lost are 68”, but only 18” would be required for planting back onto the site. 

The Mitigation value is $7,130.00. 
 

TREE 
# SPECIES DIAMETER 

MITIGATION 
VALUE COMMENTS 

MITIGATION 
INCHES 

1 American elm 36 $5,056.98    11 

The area surrounding the building will be impervious sidewalk sloped at 2%.

The regraded area south of the addition has been labeled at its
slope of 2%

Fire riser room has been shown and a
symbol for the fire department connection
has been include.

Communications have occurred with Marilyn Cross with CDOT. An access permit application has
been submitted to Marilyn and can be found attached to this document.

No existing trees will be affected by the development of the addition to this existing church.

Any trees that may require protection during construction will follow the tree protection
requirements as outlined in the Parks, Recreation & Open Space Dedication and Development
Criteria manual. This criteria will be included in the site plan amendment.

No existing trees will be affected by the development of the addition to this existing church.

mailto:ktanabe@auroragov.org
mailto:bmedema@auroragov.org
https://www.auroragov.org/business_services/development_center/code___rules/design_standards/planning_design_standards/


 

 
 

 
5. NOTE: Mitigation values based on International Society of Arboriculture’s Guide to Plant Appraisal.  

Species, diameter, condition, and location factors were included in the assessment. 
 

E. Environmental Porter Ingrum 303-739-7227  pingrum@auroragov.org 
1.  Please submit a survey of the property that includes a legal description of the property, so it can be 

attached to the avigation easement for recordation.   
 

F. Utilities Department Ryan Tigera 303-739-8867 rtigera@auroragov.org  
1. Addition requires meter fixture unit table on building permit to ensure current 1.5 inch meter is adequate. 

See Page 11 on the site plan. 
 

Please resubmit your work with the requested change.  You may email it directly to me at 
wbarrett@auroragov.org .  If you have specific questions about any of the comments, please contact the referral 
partner that made the comment. Please cc me on any emails sent to referral partners. Should you have any other 
questions you may contact me via email or by calling 303.739.7133  
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
W. David Barrett  
Sr. Planner II  
 
 

2 Cottonwood 23 $2,071.48    7 
3 Elm   $0.00  gone 0 
4 Siberian elm 9 $0.00  dead 0 
5 elm     gone   
Total   68 $7,128.46    18 

Even though the addition does not include any new fixtures, a meter fixture unit table
will be included in the construction documents to ensure the current 1.5 inch meter is
adequate.

An additional site plan has been added to the end of the site plan
amendment that clearly shows the property boundary and legal
description for the avigation easement recordation.

mailto:%20pingrum@auroragov.org/303-739-7227
mailto:rtigera@auroragov.org
mailto:wbarrett@auroragov.org
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


STATE HIGHWAY ACCESS PERMIT APPLICATION
Issuing authority application


acceptance date:


Page 1 of 2     CDOT Form #137   12/18Previous editions are obsolete and may not be used


Instructions: - Contact the Colorado  Department of Transportation (CDOT) or your local government to determine your issuing authority.


- Contact the issuing authority to determine what plans and other documents are required to be submitted with your application.


- Complete this form (some questions may not apply to you) and attach all necessary documents and Submit it to the issuing authority.


- Submit an application for each access affected.


- If you have any questions contact the issuing authority.


- For additional information see CDOT’s Access Management website at  https://www.codot.gov/business/permits/accesspermits


2) Applicant or Agent for permittee (if different from property owner)


Street address


Phone #


Mailing address


City, state & zip Phone # (required)


county subdivision block lot section       township range


6) What side of the highway?


q  N q  S q   E q   W


5) What State Highway are you requesting access from?


4) Legal description of property: If within jurisdictional limits of Municipality, city and/or County, which one?


3) Address of property to be served by permit (required)


City, state & zip


1) Property owner (Permittee)


8) What is the approximate date you intend to begin construction?


9) Check here if you are requesting a:


   q  new access q  temporary access (duration anticipated: ) q  improvement to existing access


   q  change in access use q  removal of access q  relocation of an existing access (provide detail)


7) How many feet is the proposed access from the nearest mile post?


_____________ feet (q N  q S  q E  q W) from:_____________


13) Are there other existing or dedicated public streets, roads, highways or access easements bordering or within the property?


q  no q  yes, if yes - list them on your plans and indicate the proposed and existing access points.


12) Does the property owner own or have any interests in any adjacent property?


q  no q  yes, if yes - please describe:


11) Do you have knowledge of any State Highway access permits serving this property, or adjacent properties in which you have a property interest?


q  no q  yes, if yes - what are the permit number(s) and provide copies: and/or, permit date:


15) If you are requesting commercial or industrial access please indicate the types and number of businesses and provide the floor area square footage of each.


business/land use     square footage business     square footage


16) If you are requesting residential developement access, what is the type (single family, apartment, townhouse) and number of units?


type    number of units type     number of units


17) Provide the following vehicle count estimates for vehicles that will use the access. Leaving the property then returning is two counts.


# of passenger cars and light trucks at peak hour volumes # of multi unit trucks at peak hour volumes


# of single unit vehicles in excess of 30 ft. # of farm vehicles (field equipment) Total count of all vehicles


How many feet is the proposed access from the nearest cross street?


    _____________ feet (q N   q S  q E  q W) from:_______________________________


10) Provide existing property use


14) If you are requesting agricultural field access - how many acres will the access serve?


E-mail address E-mail address if available


Indicate if your counts are


q peak hour volumes  or  q  average daily volumes.


Please print


or type



https://www.codot.gov/business/permits/accesspermits





If an access permit is issued to you, it will state the terms and conditions for its use. Any changes in the use of the
permitted access not consistent with the terms and conditions listed on the permit may be considered a violation of the
permit.


The applicant declares under penalty of perjury in the second degree, and any other applicable state or federal
laws, that all information provided on this form and submitted attachments are to the best of their knowledge
true and complete.


I understand receipt of an access permit does not constitute permission to start access construction work.


Applicant or Agent for Permittee signature Date


Property owner signature Date


If the applicant is not the owner of the property, we require this application also to be signed by the property owner or
their legally authorized representative (or other acceptable written evidence). This signature shall constitute agreement
with this application by all owners-of-interest unless stated in writing. If a permit is issued, the property owner, in most
cases, will be listed as the permittee.
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Print name


Print name


Previous editions are obsolete and may not be used


18) Check with the issuing authority to determine which of the following documents are required to complete the review of your application.


a) Property map indicating other access, bordering roads and streets.


b) Highway and driveway plan profile.


c) Drainage plan showing impact to the highway right-of-way.


d) Map and letters detailing utility locations before and after


development in and along the right-of-way.


e) Subdivision, zoning, or development plan.


f) Proposed access design.


g) Parcel and ownership maps including easements.


h) Traffic studies.


i) Proof of ownership.


1- It is the applicant’s responsibility to contact appropriate agencies and obtain all environmental clearances that apply to
their activities. Such clearances may include Corps of Engineers 404 Permits or Colorado Discharge Permit System


permits, or ecological, archeological, historical or cultural resource clearances. The CDOT Environmental Clearances


Information Summary presents contact information for agencies administering certain clearances, information about


prohibited discharges, and may be obtained from Regional CDOT Utility/Special Use Permit offices or accessed via the


CDOT Planning/Construction-Environmental-Guidance webpage:  https://www.codot.gov/programs/environmental/
resources/guidance-standards/environmental-clearances-info-summary-august-2017/view


2- All workers within the State Highway right of way shall comply with their employer’s safety and health policies/


procedures, and all applicable U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) regulations - including, but not
limited to the applicable sections of 29 CFR Part 1910 - Occupational Safety and Health Standards and 29 CFR Part 1926


- Safety and Health Regulations for Construction.


Personal protective equipment (e.g. head protection, footwear, high visibility apparel, safety glasses, hearing protection,
respirators, gloves, etc.) shall be worn as appropriate for the work being performed, and as specified in regulation.  At a
minimum, all workers in the State Highway right of way, except when in their vehicles, shall wear the following personal
protective equipment: High visibility apparel as specified in the Traffic Control provisions of the documentation
accompanying the Notice to Proceed related to this permit (at a minimum, ANSI/ISEA 107-1999, class 2); head protection
that complies with the ANSI Z89.1-1997 standard; and at all construction sites or whenever there is danger of injury to
feet, workers shall comply with OSHA’s PPE requirements for foot protection per 29 CFR 1910.136, 1926.95, and
1926.96.  If required, such footwear shall meet the requirements of ANSI Z41-1999.


Where any of the above-referenced ANSI standards have been revised, the most recent version of the standard shall
apply.


3- The Permittee is responsible for complying with the Revised Guidelines that have been adopted by the Access Board
under the American Disabilities Act (ADA).  These guidelines define traversable slope requirements and prescribe the use
of a defined pattern of truncated domes as detectable warnings at street crossings.  The new Standards Plans and can be
found on the Design and Construction Project Support web page at:
https://www.codot.gov/business/civilrights/ada/resources-engineers
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING APPLICATION FOR ACCESS PERMIT


(CDOT FORM NO. 137)


December 2018


To construct, relocate, close, or modify access(es) to a State Highway or when there are changes in use of 
such access point(s), an application for access permit must be submitted to the Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) or the local jurisdiction serving as the issuing authority for State Highway Access 
Permits. Contact the CDOT Regional Access Unit in which the subject property is located to determine 
where the application must be submitted. The following link will help you determine which CDOT Region 
office to contact:


https://www.codot.gov/business/permits/accesspermits/regional-offices.html


All applications are processed and access permits are issued in accordance to the requirements and 
procedures found in the most current version of the State Highway Access Code (Access Code). Code 


and the application form are also available from CDOT’s web site at:


https://www.codot.gov/business/permits/accesspermits


Please complete all information requested accurately. Access permits granted based on applications found 
to contain false information may be revoked. An incomplete application will not be accepted. If additional 
information, plans and documents are required, attach them to the application. Keep a copy of your 
submittal for your records. Please note that only the original signed copy of the application will be accepted. 
Do not send or enclose any permit fee at this time. A permit fee will be collected if an access permit is 
issued. The following is a brief description of the information to be provided on each enumerated space on 
the application form (CDOT Form 137, 2010).


1. Property Owner (Permittee): Please provide the full name, mailing address and telephone


number and the E-mail address (if available) of the legal property owner (owner of the surface rights).


Please provide a telephone number where the Permittee can be reached during business hours (8:00


a.m. to 5:00 p.m.).  Having a contract on the property is not a sufficient legal right to that property for


purposes of this application.  If the access is to be on or across an access easement, then a copy of the


easement MUST accompany this application. If federal land is involved, provide the name of the


relevant federal agency AND attach copy of federal authorization for property use.


2. Agent for permittee: If the applicant (person completing this application) is different than the


property owner (Permittee), provide entity name (if applicable), the full name of the person serving as


the Agent, mailing address, telephone number, and the E-mail address (if available).  Please provide a


telephone number where the Agent can be reached during business hours (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.).


Joint applications such as owner/lessee may be submitted. Corporations must be licensed to do business


in Colorado: All corporations serving as, or providing, an Agent as the applicant must be licensed to do


business in Colorado.


Instructions for completing Application for Access Permit (CDOT Form #137), 12/18
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3. Address of Property to be Served: Provide if property to be served has an official street


address. If the access is a public road, note the name (or future name) of the road.


4. Legal Description of Property: Fill in this item to the extent it applies. This information is


available at your local County Courthouse, or on your ownership deed(s). A copy of the deed may be


required as part of this application in some situations. To determine applicability, check with the


CDOT’s Regional Access Manager or issuing authority staff.


5. State Highway: Provide the State Highway number from which the access is requested.


6. Highway Side: Mark the appropriate box to indicate what side of the highway the requested


access is located.


7. Access Mile Point: Without complete information, we may not be able to locate the proposed


access. To obtain the distance in feet, drive the length between the mile point and the proposed access,


rounding the distance on the odometer to the nearest tenth of a mile; multiply the distance by 5,280 feet


to obtain the number of feet from the mile point. Then enter the direction (i.e. north, south, east, west)


from the mile point to the proposed access. Finally, enter the mile point number. It is helpful in rural or


undeveloped areas if some flagging is tied to the right-of-way fence at the desired location of the access.


Also, if there is a cross street or road close to the proposed access, note the distance in feet (using the


same procedures noted above) from that cross street or road.


8. Access Construction Date: Fill in the date on which construction of the access is planned to


begin.


9. Access Request: Mark items that apply. More than one item may be checked.


10. Existing property use:  Describe how the property is currently being used. For example,


common uses are Single Family Residential, Commercial or Agricultural.


11. Existing Access: Does the property have any other legal alternatives to reach a public


road other than the access requested in this application?  Note the access permit number(s) for any


existing state highway access point(s) along with their issue date(s). If there are no existing access


point(s), mark the “no” box.


12. Adjacent Property: Please mark the appropriate box. If the “yes” box is marked, provide a


brief description of the property (location of the property in relation to the property for which this


access application is being made).


13. Abutting Streets: If there are any other existing or proposed public roads or easements


abutting the property, they should be shown on a map or plan attached to this application.


14. Agricultural Acres: Provide number of acres to be served.


Instructions for completing Application for Access Permit (CDOT Form #137), 12/18
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15. Access Use: List the land uses and square footage of the site as it will be when it is fully


developed.  The planned land uses as they will be when the site is fully developed are used to project


the amount of traffic that the site will generate, peak hour traffic levels and the type of vehicles that can


be expected as a result of the planned land uses. There may be exceptional circumstances that would


allow phased installation of access requirements.  This is at the discretion of the CDOT Regional Access


Unit or issuing authority staff.


16. Estimated Traffic Count: Provide a reasonable estimate of the traffic volume expected to use


the access. Note the type of vehicles that will use the access along with the volume (number of vehicles


in and out at either the peak hour or average daily rates) for each type of vehicle. A vehicle leaving the


property and then returning counts as two trips. If 40 customers are expected to visit the business daily,


there would be 80 trips in addition to the trips made by all employees and other visitors (such as


delivery and trash removal vehicles).  If the PDF on-line version of this application is being used, the


fields for each type of vehicle will automatically be added together to populate the last field on the page.


17. Documents and Plans: The CDOT Regional Access Manager or issuing authority staff will


determine which of these items must be provided to make the application complete.  Incomplete


applications will not be accepted.  If an incomplete application is received via U.S. mail or through


means other than in the hand of the Access Manager or issuing authority staff, it will not be processed.


It is the responsibility of the applicant to verify with the CDOT Regional Access Manager or


issuing authority staff whether the application is complete at the time of submission.


Signature: Generally, if the applicant is not the property owner, then the property owner or a legally 
authorized representative must sign the application. With narrow exceptions, proof of the property 
owner’s consent is required to be submitted with the application (proof may be a power of attorney or a 
similar consent instrument).  The CDOT Regional Access Manager or issuing authority staff will 
determine if the exception provided in the Access Code (2.3 (3) (b)) is applicable.


If CDOT is the issuing authority for this application, direct your questions to the CDOT Regional Access 
Manager or the issuing authority staff serving the subject property.


https://www.codot.gov/business/permits/accesspermits/regional-offices.html


If the application is accepted, it will be reviewed by the CDOT Regional Access Manager or the issuing 
authority staff. If an Access Permit is issued, be sure to read all of the attached Terms and Conditions 
before signing and returning the Access Permit. The Terms and Conditions may require that additional 
information be provided prior to issuance of the Notice to Proceed.


The CDOT Regional Access Manager (or issuing authority staff) MUST be contacted prior to commencing 
work on any Access Permit project.  A Notice to Proceed that authorizes the Permittee to begin 
access related construction MUST be issued prior to working on the access in the State Highway 
right-of-way. The Notice to Proceed may also have Terms and Conditions that must be fulfilled before 
work may begin on the permitted access.
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		accdate: 

		propown: Gishen Maryam Ethiopian Orthodox Church

		propstreet: 16250 E. Colfax Ave.

		propcity: Aurora, CO 80011

		propphone: 303.547.0900

		propemail: yenealem1216@yahoo.com

		agent: Ryan Adragna

		agentmail: 7383 S. Alton Way, Suite 150

		agentcity: Centennial, CO 8112

		agentphone: 719.244.4023

		propaddress: 16250 E. Colfax Ave. Aurora, CO 80011

		county: Arapahoe

		subdiv: Filing No. 1

		block: 1

		lot: 1

		sect: 5

		township: 4 South

		range: 66 W of the P.M

		highwayfrom: NA

		siden: Off

		sides: Off

		sidee: Off

		sidew: Off

		postft: NA

		postn: Off

		posts: Off

		poste: Off

		postw: Off

		postfrom: 

		stft: NA

		stn: Off

		sts: Off

		ste: Off

		stw: Off

		stfrom: 

		approxdate: 10/01/2019

		new: Off

		temp: Off

		tempdur: 

		imp: Off

		change: Off

		remove: Off

		rel: Off

		existpropuse: Place of Worship

		11: no

		permit#: 

		permitdate: 

		add'l#/date: 

		12: no

		propinterests: 

		13: no

		acreserved: No

		15a: NA

		15b: 

		15c: 

		15d: 

		15e: 

		15f: 

		15g: 

		15h: 

		16a: NA

		16b: 

		16c: 

		16d: 

		16e: 

		16f: 

		16g: 

		16h: 

		17: peak

		#cars: 100

		#trucks: 

		#veh: 

		#farm: 

		tot#veh: 100

		agentemail: ryan@adragnaarch.com

		appname: Ryan Adragna

		appnamedate: 7/29/2019

		owname: Yenealem Gunning

		ownamedate: 7/29/19





